to organized labor in Arkansas. 


Arkansas Labor Ties 
iFirst Merger Knot 


By Milton Plumb 
Little Rock, Ark.—The first spring day of 1956 brought new life 


By unanimous vote of 500 delegates from throughout the state, 
the former AFL and CIO organizations merged into the new Ar-| 
f kansas State Federated Labor Council, the first of its kind in the 


U. S. 

The merger convention at the 
fm Hotel Marion was in some ways a 
Mm formality, but it was an occasion 
@afor bestowing high honors on or- 
ganized labor. 

The state’s governor, secretary 
lof state, attorney general, Little 
maRock’s mayor and many other 
elected officials paid highest tribute 
to labor’s role in Arkansas. 


Complete Harmony 
Moreover, the new strength unity 
has brought to labor in this area 
was evident in’the open declara- 
tion of these officials, despite Ar- 
Sekansas’ “right-to-work” amendment 
mto its constitution, of their pride 
Main having labor’s support and their 
Mempledge of continued cooperation to 
Maobtain labor’s goal in the future. 

Solid evidence of complete 
harmony between the former 
AFL and CIO state organiza- 
tions and their leaders was every- 
where. 


On the day prior to the merger 
convention itself, each state body 
held a separate convention. Both 
conventions passed the merger 
resolutions and adopted the con- 


stitution of the new state labor 
council without a dissenting vote. 
They also made their nomina- 
tions of officers—the president and 
secretary from the former AFL 
and the vice chairman and treasurer 
from the former ClO—with simi- 
lar unanimity. These nominations 
were later approved by acclama- 
tion at the merger convention. 


Smith Is President 
Heading the new Arkansas state 
labor council is Odell Smith, presi- 
dent and business agent of the 
Teamsters’ Arkansas Local 878 
and former head of the state AFL. 
He was nominated by retiring state 
CIO Pres. George Ellison, who 
voiced the general belief of the dele- 
gates that Smith’s leadership had 
been a major factor in making the 
merger possible. 

Also elected were W. C. De- 
mers, vice president, who for- 
merly held a similar post in the 
Arkansas Industrial Union Coun- 
cil; Wayne E. Glenn, secretary, 
former secretary-treasurer of the 
State Federation, and Charles 
Catton, treasurer, who was 

(Continued on Page 15) 


ANOTHER CHAPTER in labor unity history was written in Ar- 
kansas when the first united state organization was set up at a con- 
Yention in Little Rock. Presentation of charter to new Arkansas 
State Federated Labor Council shows (left to right) Peter J. Mc- 
Gavin, aide to AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany; George Ellison, 
President of old CIO State Industrial Union Council; Odell Smith, 
President of the new body and of the former AFL State Federation 
of Labor, and AFL-CIO Organization Dir. John W. Livingston. 


Saturday, March 24, 1956 


STRIKE’S END after 156 long days came when officials of Elec- 
trical Workers and Westinghouse Electric Corp. signed a contract 
in the offices of the U. S. Mediation and Conciliation Service. 
Pres. James B. Carey (left) and Westinghouse Vice Pres. Robert D. 
Blazier put their signatures on the pact while Mediator John R. 
Murray looks over their shoulders. 


Z 


ZY 
J 
Z 
Z 


g'ive-Month Westinghouse 
potrike Ends With Victory 


No. 16 


99,000 Win 
Wage Hike, 
Other Gains 


By Eugene A. Kelley 

The long, bitter strike of near- 
ly 55,000 Electrical Workers 
against the Westinghouse Electric 
Corp. ended after 156 days in 
what the union called “a clear- 
cut victory for the strikers and 
for all workers in the electrical 
industry.” 

The break in the strike came late 
at night after hours of discussion by 
the 75-man IUE-Westinghouse Con- 
| ference Board and its overwhelming 
| decision to accept the report of the 


IUE 


Industrial Union Dept. 
Unveils Active Program 


The AFL-CIO Industrial Union Dept. unveiled a program for its 
72 affiliated unions representing about seven million workers and 
prepared to tackle problems of legislation, automation and juris- 


diction. (See pictures Page 7.) 


The department’s executive board meeting in Washington also 


Kohler Parleys 
End Abruptly 


Chicago—Adamant refusal 
by the union-busting Kohler 
Co. to reinstate more than 
2,000 striking Auto Workers 
caused a breakoff in the first 
negotiations conducted since 
last Aug. 2. 

The attempt to end the 
often bitter dispute at the 
Sheboygan, Wis., plumbing- 
ware plant, which is now al- 
most two years old, ended in 
well under three hours after 
company spokesman made it 
plain they put the welfare of 
strikebreakers ahead of genu- 
ine collective bargaining. 

The strike began Apr. 5, 
1954, when UAW Local 833 
was unable to obtain a con- 
tract comparable to those with 
Kohler competitors, Dozens 
of attempts to settle it through 
mediation and negotiation 
have failed. Kohler has re- 
fused to submit the dispute to 
arbitration. 


tor” for unions with common in- 


.| related subjects. : 


* 


completed the structure of the 
group, naming four vice presidents, 
approving membership for three 
more affiliates and initiating the 
creation of industry groups within 
the department. 


The board elected as vice presi- 
dents Sec.-Treas. Frank Rosenblum 
of the Clothing Workers, Pres. 
Peter T. Schoemann of the Plumb- 
ers & Pipefitters, Pres. James G. 
Cross of the Bakers and Pres. Al 
Hayes of the Machinists. 

IUD Pres. Walter P. Reuther an- 
nounced the plan for establishing 
committees within the department 
to provide a “common denomina- 


terests and problems. 

As an example, he cited a metal 
manufacturing and machining and 
fabricating committee which would 
have at least a dozen unions in its 
makeup. Similar committees in the 
consumer soft goods industries and 
others will also be established as 
well as groups to study automation, 
pensions, the guaranteed wage and 


AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
told the TUD that a major task 


negotiating committee. Minutes 
later, union officials went to the of- 
fices of the U. S. Conciliation Serv- 
ice where the new contract was 
signed. 

The gates at 30 Westinghouse 
plants from coast to coast, closed 
since the start of the strike on Oct. 
17, swung open at once to admit 
maintenance ‘men. Production 
workers were called back to work 
and fall output was expected in all 
plants within a short time. 

Here are major features of the 
new contract: 

Minimum wage increases of 5 
cents an hour for a total five-year 
minimum raise of 25 cents with in- 
creases incorporated into basic 
rates. 

Time study protection with pro- 
duction standards applicable only 
to about 1,500 direct day workers 
outside Buffalo, N. Y. (Prior to 


(Continued on Page 3) 


Ray Leheney, 
Label Dept. 
Official, Dies 


Santa Monica, Calif.—Raymond 
F. Leheney, secretary-treasurer of 
the AFL-CIO Union Label and 
Service Trades Dept., died here of 
a cerebral hemorrhage. He was 45. 

Leheney was elected secretary- 
treasurer of the department in 1950 
and had been re-elected annually. 
Before coming to the Union Label 
Dept., he had served as public rela- 
tions director for the Western Con- 
ference of Teamsters for 13 years. 
He was a member of Teamsters 
Local 93, Los Angeles. 


Shocking Blow 

AFL - CIO Pres. George Meany 
and Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitz- 
ler wired Leheney’s widow, “To 
those of us who were privileged to 
work with him, the loss of Ray 
Leheney comes as a shocking blow. 
His driving energy, imaginative 
leadership and devoted service 
helped to revitalize the Union Label 


(Continued on Page 2) 


(Continued on Page 2) 
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industrial Union apt 


Unveils Active Program| 


(Continued from Page 1) 
of the department should be to 
assist in finding solutions to ju- 
risdictional problems. He drew 
on his own experience in the 
Plumbers Union to point out how: 
such problems can be resolved, 
adding that “there is basis for 
accommodation on both sides.” 


“I see less friendship for our 
movement on Capitol Hill than I 
have for a long time,” Meany noted 
and asserted that before unions can 

_ Tight this situation “we must put 
our own house in order.” 

He commended the IUD pro- 
gram and forecast its assistance to 
members of industrial unions. 
Touching briefly on the picture 
ahead, Meany said: 

“The protection of the human 
element in automation is in the 
hands of the AFL-CIO. It won't 
be done by industry and govern- 
ment wouldn’t wake up in time or 
until there was a major economic 
collapse.” 


’ Confer on ibis. 

. A conference on legislation will 
be conducted by the IUD in Wash- 
ington in about six weeks, Arthur J. 
Goldberg, IUD general counsel, re- 
ported. Goldberg said the depart- 
ment will work toward getting the 
Taft-Hartley Act amended. 

“The $1 minimum wage is still 
not adequate for a country as large 
and prosperous as ours. We owe it 
to the country as a whole to make 
a fight for a higher minimum,” he 
said. 

Goldberg noted also that the 
Walsh-Healey Act has been “virtu- 
ally emasculated by the Fulbright 
Amendment of 1952.” 


Reporting on the recommenda- 
tions of the TUD executive com- 
mittee for the vacant vice presi- 
dencies, Reuther said the group 
decided it could not “in con- 
science support anyone whose 
union, for reasons best known to 
them,” had not signed the AFL- 
CIO No-Raiding Agreement. All 
those recommended, he said, 
were from unions that are signa- 
tories to the pact. 


The membership of a committee 
from the IUD to work with a group 
from the Building Trades Dept. 
was announced. A similar commit- 
tee will be named to meet with the 
Metal Trades Dept. but not until 
the first committee gets under way. 

The committee: For the Build- 
ing Trades Dept., Sec.-Treas. Peter 
Fosco, Hod Carriers; Pres. Wil- 
liam E. Maloney, Operating Engi- 
neers; Peter T. Schoemann, Plumb- 
ers & Pipefitters; Building Trades 
Dept. Pres. Richard J. Gray, chair- 
man; Building Trade Dept. Sec.- 
Treas. Frank Bonadio; Vice Pres. 
James Hoffa, Teamsters, and Sec. 
Finlay C. Allan, Detroit Building 

rades’ Construction Council. 

For the IUD: Sec.-Treas. Toney 


Gallo, Cement Workers; Sec. Eric 
Peterson, Machinists; Vice Pres. 
John Moran, Communications 
Workers; Sec.-Treas. Desmond 
Walker, Rubber Workers, chair- 
man; Sec.-Treas. Al Hartnett, Elec- 
trical Workers; Intl. Rep. Elmer 
Maloy, Steelworkers, and Vice Pres. 
Richard Gosser, Auto Workers. 

Dir. Al Whitehouse will be the 
committee’s secretary. 

The three new unions admitted 
to the IUD are. the Transport 
Workers, who affiliated for 80,000 
members; the Hosiery Workers, for 
10,000, and the Stove Mounters, 
4,500. 


Two More Unions Apply 


Reuther told a press conference} : 


later that two unions, which he 
would not identify, had applied for 
membership but the applications 
were being “held in abeyance” 
pending investigation “to be sure 
they are in conformity with the 
ethical standards” of the depart- 
ment. 


“We are going to keep the IUD : 


clean,” Reuther said. 


He told the same conference he}; 


regarded jurisdictional strikes as 
“anti-labor and anti-social and mor: 
ally wrong.” 


A resolution supporting the 
TUE strike against the Westing- 
house Corp. was adopted unani- 
mously and the firm was con- 
demned “for provoking and pro- 
longing this strike . .. and for 
submitting the inhuman weapon 
of hunger for collective bargain- 
ing.” 

IUE Sec.-Treas. Hartnett made a 
strong plea for strike support in 
what he described as “the longest, 
bitterest and most critically impor- 
tant nationwide strike of modern | 
history.” 

A strongly worded resolution 
blasted the recent “declaration of 
constitutional principles” recently 
issued by 96 members of Congress. 
The board asserted the declaration 
made “absolutely no contribution 
to the achievement of equal justice 
and full civil rights for all Ameri- 
cans.” 

The resolution noted that 435 
members of Congress who did not 
sign “have not associated them- 
selves with this abortive effort to 
subvert unanimous decisions of the 
highest* court in the land.” This 
“negative action” was deplored. 

The policy statement on civil 
rights adopted by the AFL-CIO 
Executive Council last month on 
White Citizens Councils was re- 
affirmed. 

The councils were termed as anti- 
labor and charged with “seeking to 
divide the citizens of the South on 
the basis of race, exploiting racial 
prejudice to divide workers in order 
to break up existing unions and 
prevent the organizing of the un- 
organized. 


working conditions. 


and experience among affiliates. 


AFL-CIO Constitution. 


Industrial Union Dept. 
Adopts Strong Program 


The AFL-CIO Industrial Union Dept. Executive Board adopted 
a wide-ranging program at its meeting in Washington, the first full- 
scale meeting since the department’s creation. 

The program, as presented by IUD Sec.-Treas. James B. Carey, 
includes the following aims and objectives: 

* To promote the interests of industrial unions. 

®To assist affiliates in securing improved wages, hours and 


© To engage in legislative activity on matters of interest to indus- 
trial unions, consistent with AFL-CIO policy. 


* To act as a clearing house for the exchange of information 


* To engage in research, legal, publications and public relations 
activities appropriate to the department. 

®To administer the CIO Organizational Disputes Agreement 
until that agreement is incorporated into a combined no-raiding 
and organizational disputes agreement as is contemplated in the 


Three Unions 
Relocating 
Headquarters 


Three AFL-CIO unions lave 
moved or are in the process of 
moving their headquarters in or 
into Washington. 

The Machinists are now operat- 
ing from their new headquarters at 
1300 Connecticut Avenue. The 
transition from their former build- 
ing across town was made over a 
week end. 

Arrival in the new IAM building 
was signaled by the raising of the 
American flag by the national color 
guard of the Amvets. Formal ded- 
ication ceremonies will be held May 
5, the 68th anniversary of the 
IAM’s founding in Atlanta, Ga. 
The new telephone number for 
the IAM is ADams 2-6309. 

A shift in the national headquar- 
ters of the Newspaper Guild from 


New York to Washington will take 
place Apr. 2. The ANG will oc- 
cupy one floor in the new Philip 
Murray Building at 1126 Sixteenth 
Street. 

This building is the new home of 
the Electrical Workers who oc- 
cupied it recently for the first time, 
It is named for the late president 
of the CIO and the Steelworkers, 


Ray Leheney, 
Labor Leader, 


FLAG RAISING ceremony signals the move of the Machinists to Dies Suddenl 


their new building at 1300 Connecticut Avenue, Washington, D. C. 
Members of the Amvets furnished the color guard for the ceremony. 


(Continued from Page 1) 


The formal dedication will take place on May 5, IAM’s 68th an-|and Service Trades Dept. and 


niversary. 


strengthened its position as a vital 


Kefauver Wins, Democrats 
Eye Dark-Horse Candidate 


By Willard Shelton 


adjunct of the trade union move- 
ment. We speak for all his friends 
and associates in the AFL-CIO in 
saying that his loss will be univer- 
sally mourned.” 

In another wire to Matthew Woll, 
president of the Union Label Dept., 


Democrats headed toward a possibly wide-open convention and ae and Schnitzler hailed Le- 
perhaps a search for a dark-horse candidate for the presidency in|D¢ney’s “great contribution to the 


the wake of Sen. Estes Kefauver’s stunning upset of Adlai E. Steven- ssi ao ae Re ere 


son in the Minnesota primary. 

Stevenson promptly announced, 
“My plans are unchanged. In the 
other states where I am entered in 
the primaries I will continue to ex- 
press my views honestly and vigor- 
ously.” 

Observers thought that Steven- 
son could reverse the effect if he 
beat the Tennessee senator in two 
later primaries where they are 
scheduled to clash directly, Florida 
on May 29, California on June 5. 

Blow to Stevenson 

They conceded, however, that 
Kefauver’s Minnesota victory, fol- 
lowing his capture of all eight 
New Hampshire delegate votes 
against a pro-Stevenson slate, had 
damaged Stevenson’s front-running 
position. 

The Tennessee senator beat the 
1952 Democratic presidential 
nominee despite powerful support 
thrown the latter by Gov. Orville 
Freeman and Sen. Hubert Hum- 
phrey, hitherto dominant leaders of 
the Democratic-Farmer-Labor coa- 
lition in the state. 

Kefauver captured the popular 
vote by about a four to three mar- 
gin and won six of the nine con- 
gressional districts. He thus took 


24 of Minnesota’s 30 votes in the| “ 


August Democratic National Con- 
vention, 

From Los Angeles, Kefauver’s 
campaign manager, F. Joseph 
Donohue, warned rivals, “Deme- 
cratic party leaders would be com- 
mitting political suicide if they don’t 
pick the first team to run against 
Pres. Eisenhower.” 

“The senator is the only Demo- 
crat who can beat the President,” 
Donohue said, “and I have no 
doubt that he will beat him.” 

The Minnesota election returns 
nevertheless served to stimulate 
immediate talk of possible “com- 


Harriman Factor 


Born in San Francisco in 1911, 
Leheney was raised and educated in 


come highly active. 


‘adroitly turned into assets factors 


promise” candidates. 


In New York Gov. Averell Har- 
riman’s aides suggested that Harri- 
man, hitherto self-described as only 
an “inactive” candidate, might be- 


Kefauver’s Minnesota victory 
was won against heavy odds but on 
the basis of three weeks of inten- 
sive campaigning in which he 


that seemed to be working against 
him. 

Republican voters by the thou- 
sands moved into the Democratic 
primary, apparently they preferred 
that race rather than the Repub- 
lican primary where Pres. Eisen- 
hower was a sure victor over a 
slate pledged to Sen. William F. 
Knowland (R-Calif., who re- 
nounced his candidacy after Eisen- 
hower said he would seek a second 
term. 

The effect was to roll up a rec- 
ord-breaking Democratic primary 
vote, far surpassing the GOP total, 
in a state that Eisenhower carried 
in 1952. 

Freeman warned before the elec- 
tion that Republicans might vote 
for Kefauver in large numbers to 
embarrass” the pro-Stevenson 
Democratic-Farmer-Labor leader- 
ship. He said afterward that the 
results showed a GOP “movement 
en masse” into the Democratic con- 
test but added, “We must study 
the facts and then draw conclu- 
sions.” 

Kefauver said he was “confident” 
that the tremendous Democratic 
vote “indicates revolt in the Mid- 
west against Eisenhower’s farm pro- 
gram.” 

The Tennessee senator scored 
impressive majorities in the farm 
areas, but he also ran up an un- 
expected vote in cities and indus- 


trial centers. 


Ray Leheney 
that city, completing his college ed- 
ucation at Ohio State. Before be- 
coming associated with the Team- 
sters, he was actively engaged in 
newspaper and radio work. He was 
the author of several books on ad- 
vertising and public relations. 


Pioneer in Field 


Leheney was considered a pio- 
neer in the field of labor public re 
lations and was instrumental in 
launching many campaigns and lo- 
cal newspapers for the Western 
Conference of Teamsters. He was 
closely associated with California 
politics and served in an advisory 
capacity under the last three gover- 
nor of that state. 

Coming to the Label Dept. in 
1950, Leheney promptly began util- 
izing all modern means of mass 
communication toward the promo- 
tion of the union label, shop card 
and service button. 

Leheney is survived by his widow 
Theresa, daughter Gail Marie and 
his brother Victor. 
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Labor Asks Brownell Investigate 


Vicious Beatings of 4 Organizers 


Vicious and unprovoked beatings of four organizers outside a Gaffney, S. C., mill brought requests 
from AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany and Executive Vice Pres. William Pollock of the Textile Workers 
for an investigation by Attorney General Herbert Brownell. 


The assaults took place Mar. 14 on a public street opposite the Limestone Mills of the Lowen-|# 


stein Manufacturing Co. Victims of the sudden attack were Hamilton C. Martin and Raymond 


North American Aviation 
Signs Auto Workers Pact 


Los Angeles—Signing of a contract between the Auto Workers 
and North American Aviation brought major gains to another large 
segment of aircraft industry workers. 


The two-year pact brings $10.5 
million for over 32,000 employes 
in North American plants here and 
in Fresno, Calif., and Columbus, 
Ohio. 

The agreement calls for a gen- 
eral wage increase of 7 to 15 cents 
an hour, an additional increase of 
6 to 8 cents next year, a 4-cent 
raise in the second shift bonus 
bringing it to 12 cents, pay for jury 
duty and additional insurance at 
no cost to workers. 

Three weeks’ vacation will be 
paid after 12 years instead of after 
15, as formerly, and a joint union 
company committee will discuss 
and agree upon a new or modified 
wage plan. 

The terms of the pact were an- 
nounced by Leonard Woodcock, 
UAW vice president and director 
of its National Aircraft Dept. and 
Jack Conway, assistant to UAW 
Pres. Walter P. Reuther. 

Meanwhile, in other segments 
of the aircraft industry, the Ma- 
chinists were continuing parleys 
with some plane makers and wag- 
ing the sixth week of a strike 
against four plants of Republic 
Aviation “Corp. on Long Island, 
i A 


Guild, D. C. Paper 
Sign Five-Year Pact 

The Washington Newspaper 
Guild and the Washington Post and 
Times-Herald have signed a new 
five-year contract giving immediate 
wage increases and other gains to 
some 450 editorial and commer- 
cial workers. 

The agreement, first five-year 
pact negotiated by an ANG local, 
boosts the minimum for journey- 
men reporters and photographers 
from $118.50 to $128 a week retro- 
active to Dec. 1 and raises it by 
$3 steps to $140 on Dec. 1, 1959. 
At least 50 percent of all experi- 
enced editorial workers will receive 
a minimum of $150 a week during 
the first year, increasing to 90 per- 
cent at $160 in the final year. Re- 
openings are provided under sev- 
eral specific conditions. 


Red Cross Appeal 
Backed by Labor 


The AFL-CIO Community 
Services Committee “looks 
forward to another year of 
partnership with the Ameri- 
can Red Cross, CSC Chair- 
man Joseph A. Beirne said in 
urging union members to con- 
tribute to the annual Red 
Cross fund appeal being con- 
ducted this month. 


Beirne, an AFL-CIO vice 
president and president of the 
Communications Workers, 
praised the “truly magnificent 
and able job” the Red Cross 
did during last year’s floods, 
but pointed out that it per- 
forms many other services. 
In most, if not all of them, it 
closely cooperates with organ- 
ized labor, he said. 


Clothing Workers 


Demand Increase 


New York—Demands for a 15- 
cent an hour wage increase across 
the board have been made by the 
Clothing Workers on organized em- 
ployers of 150,000 workers in 
plants across the country. 

The union has also asked im- 
proved insurance benefits which 
will cost from 2.6 cents to 3 cents 
an hour in negotiations with the 
Clothing Manufacturers Associa- 
tion of the U. S. A. 

ACWA Pres. Jacob S. Potofsky 
led the union negotiators, present- 
ing what he declared to be com- 
pelling reasons for the request at 
this time. He said that economic 
conditions in the men’s clothing 
industry today are good and the 
outlook for the rest of the year 
continues to be favorable. 

Both sides named smaller com- 
mittees to handle further negotia- 
tions on an industry-wide basis. 


PROMISE OF STUDY was made by Florida’s Gov. LeRoy Collins 
(tight) during conference with Pres. Ed §. Miller of Hotel & Res- 
taurant Employes whose members have been striking 11 months 
against swank hotels at Miami Beach. Collins said he hoped for 
Mutually satisfactory end to the strike. 


Norris of the AFL-CIO organizing 


staff irry E. Robertson and 
Amos hhoicombe, TWUA organ- 
izers. 

All Badly Beaten 

All were badly beaten. Martin, 
the most severely injured, was 
smashed and kicked on the head 
several times while he was on the 
ground. Robertson, a frail, slender 
man in his fifties, suffered a second 
mauling after he tried to call the 
sheriff to lodge complaints against 
his assailants. 

All four were distributing organ- 
izing leaflets when nine men rushed 
from the mill and set upon them. 
All nine were quickly identified but 
Lyman Wright, sheriff of Cherokee 
County, not only refused to make 


arrests but warned the organizers to 


leave the county or face arrest and 
prosecution. 

Pollock charged in a letter to 
Leon Lowenstein, board chairman 
of the firm owning the mill, that the 
nine included “Elbert Moore, an 
ex-convict with a long criminal rec- 
ord, and Monk: Gentry, a local 
tough, who, significantly, was hired 
just the day before the attack and 
who habitually turns up on com- 
pany payrolls immediately prior to 
incidents of this type.” 

Pollock asked Lowenstein to 
demonstrate his repudiation of the 
assaults by disciplining those re- 
sponsible. Otherwise, he said, the 
union would conclude “responsibil- 
ity for these acts and their possible 
recurrence is yours” and legal steps 
would be taken to obtain protection 
and frédress, 


Breakdown of Law 


Meany’s letter to Brownell de- 
scribed the beating incident as “a 
clear cut breakdown of law and or- 
der and an equally violation of the 
federal civil rights laws.” 

“Since two AFL-CIO employes 
were among those victimized,” 
Meany’s letter continued, “I respect- 
fully urge you to direct an immedi- 
ate investigation of this case and to 
enforce the laws protecting the civil 
rights of peaceful citizens.” 

Pollock’s letter to Brownell took 
much the same tone, concluding 
“we urge and insist you take action 
to halt such flagrant brutality and 
the employment of tax - supported 
public officials as storm troopers.” 

The civil rights division of the 
Justice Dept. advised Pollock to re- 
port the case to the FBI office in 
Spartanburg, S. C. 

Robertson visited the mill site 
about three months ago and was 
accosted by a gang on the street and 
threatened with being “run out of 
town.” Because of this, Boyd E. 
Payton, TWUA southern director, 
phoned Sheriff Wright and asked 
for police protection when the leaf- 
let distribution was planned. 

The sheriff flatly refused and 
threatened the organizers with 
charges of inciting to riot. The un- 
ion said it was clear that since no 
one else in Gaffney knew about the 
distribution, the sheriff must have 
informed the company. The night 
before the attack, at least one of the 
nine rowdies reportedly went from 
department to department in the 
mill attempting to recruit volunteers 
for the next day’s violence. 


IBEW LOCAL KEEPS CURRENT 


Parkersburg, W. Va.—Local 968 
of the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers here has sub- 
scribed for the AFL-CIO News for 
all 168 of its members. F. E. 
Clark, business manager, wrote that 
he wanted his entire membership 
kept current on legislative develop- 
ments that would affect them and 
their families. 


October 17. 


(Continued from Page 1) 


the strike the company sought to 
put standards on about 20,000 
workers. ) 

Disputed standards and changed 
job classifications may be sent to 
arbitration and no changes in wage 
payment plans either plant-wide or 
piecemeal may be made without 
union consent. 

Reopening of the national agree- 
ment on non-economic issues in 
1957 and a reopening on employ- 
ment security in 1958 with the right 
to strike. 

Reopening on non-economic is- 
sues in local agreements any time 
after Nov. 1, 1957, and annual lo- 
cal reopening on wages with the 
right to strike. 

Pension benefits increased by at 
least an additional $2.50 a month 
over the increase secured before the 
strike. 

The company to absorb the cost 
of employes’ insurance in 1958 and 
raise hospital benefits from $12 to 
$15 a day. 

For the first time grievances on 
pension and insurance issues may be 
prosecuted at top-plant and top- 
company levels. 

A new arbitration clause replaced 
an ineffectual proposal long sought 
by Westinghouse. 

In addition to these positive gains, 
the union said, the IUE beat down 
Westinghouse attempts to change 
the strike clause and grievance pro- 
cedure so as to undermine the un- 
ion’s ability to protect its members. 
Also defeated was a management 
attempt to get a ‘‘productivity 
clause” designed to concede new 
and undefined “management pre- 
rogatives.” 

IUE Pres. James B. Carey de- 
clared that as a result of the strike 
every disputed issue was substanti- 
ally improved over the offer which 
Westinghouse made last September 
on a take-it-or-leave-it basis. 

Even in the final days of the 
strike, he added, new concessions 
were wrung from the company. 
These improved the recommenda-. 
tions made by a panel set up by the’ 
Conciliation Service to find a for- 
mula to end the strike. The com- 
pany announced its acceptance of 
these recommendations at once but 


BACK TO WORK after word of the strike settlement, Picket Cap- 
tain Al Thomas of TUE Local 601 leads two other workers into the 
East Pittsburgh plant of Westinghouse. Al carries his lunch bag in 
preparation for his first day on the job since the strike began last 


Westinghouse Comes 
To Terms With Union 


the union’s Conference Board with- 
held its approval. 

The panel recommended that of 
93 workers fired during the strike, 
57 be reinstated immediately and 
the cases of 36 others be sent to are 
bitration. Subsequent negotiation 
forced management to change the 
dismissal penalties to suspension 
and these will be handled on the lo- 
cal level with only unresolved cases 
to be arbitrated. 

Carey and Chairman Robert Nel- 
lis ‘of the Conference Board said 
immediately after the contract sign- 
ing that the strikers “who waged this 
superb and historic’ struggle have 
every reason to be proud of them- 
selves and their union brothers and 
sisters.” 

Wire From AFL-CIO 

AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
and Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitz- 
ler wired their congratulations to 
Carey. : 

“The entire labor movement, 
which rallied to the support of your 
organization in this long struggle, 
shares your joy in the constructive 
outcome. 

“We hope the settlement will re- 
sult in more peaceful collective bar- 
gaining relations with positive gains 
to both workers and management,” 
the telegram said. 

No strike ever received wider 
support from the ranks of organ- 
ized labor. Even before the mer- 
ger of the AFL and CIO, Meany 
and Schnitzler signed an advertise- 


'ment endorsing the strike and con- 


demning Westinghouse for its fail- 
ure to bargain in good faith. Large 
and small unions made substantial 
contributions to the strike fund and 
the strike became one of the first 
great tests of labor unity. 

Carey said his union had pro- 
vided “a lesson in militancy and 
fraternity for the world to remem- 
ber.” e 

“From now on, as a result of this 
strike,” Carey added, “Westing- 
house will be a better place to work 
in. Probably never again will the 
corporation dare attempt to tear.up 
a current and unexpired contract. 

“We believe that from now on 
management will be less arbitrary 
and high-handed in dealings with 
employes and the union,” he said. 
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Union Welfare Funds 
Offered Housing Plan 


Creation of a state-supervised mortgage bank for the encourage- 


ment of substantial investment of 


union-management funds in mid- 


die income housing has been recommended by New York State 


Housing Commissioner Joseph P. 


McMurray. 


In a 32-page report to Gov. Averell Harriman on “Pension Funds 


~ 


Ask Hearings 


* On New York 


Welfare Bills 


New York—Public hearings on 
proposed legislation to protect the 
millions of workers covered by 
employe welfare plans has been 
demanded of Gov. Averell Harri- 
man (D.) and leaders of the state 
House and Senate by the New York 
State Industrial Union Council. 

In a memorandum, IUC, Pres. 
Louis Hollander recalled that or- 
ganized labor is on record in favor 
of controls that will protect the 
worker. 

“But the labor movement has a 
right to demand that it be consulted 
before such legislation is presented 
for enactment,” he said. 

“So far, neither party has called 
in any responsible labor leader who 
has charge of welfare funds in this 
state for consultation on this bill 
and for help in framing legislation.” 

The million-member IUC objects 
to bills proposed by both Demo- 
erats and Republicans. 

Its major objection is that neither 
outlaws commissions, allowances or 
fees to brokers or agents. In addi- 
tion, neither provides for an ad- 
ministrative council with labor, 
management and public representa- 
tion. 

It further objects to the Repub- 
lican proposal because it exempts 
from regulation employer unilater- 
ally-established or controlled funds. 

Hollander pleaded with Harri- 
man, Majority Leader Walter J. 
Mahoney of the Republican-con- 
trolled Senate and Speaker of the 
Assembly Oswald D. Heck (R.) 
not to enact a control law “hur- 
riedly, on the last day of the ses- 
sion.” 


Compliance Manual 
For U. S. Contracts 


The first compliance officers’ 
manual and the most complete set 
of official directives ever compiled 
on the subject have been issued by 
the government to strengthen its 
program to eliminate racial and 
religious discrimination in employ- 
ment under federal contracts. 

The President’s Committee on 
Government Contracts, on which 
the AFL-CIO is represented, pre- 
pared the manual with the coopera- 
tion of the principal government 
contracting agencies. The direc- 
tives are part of the regulations is- 
sued by 15 federal agencies respon- 
sible for most U. S. contracting. 

Rather than laying down hard 
and fast rules for the detection of 
discrimination, the handbook of- 
fers guides “for a reasonable and 
prudent man” to obtain adequate 
information for making a review of 
a contractor’s personnel practices. 


'“irline Pilots” 
-Confer in Rome 


Chicago—A five-man delegation 

' headed by Pres. C. N. Sayen repre- 

sented the Air Line Pilots at the 

recent conference of the Intl. Fed- 

eration of Air Line Pilots Associa- 
tions in Rome. 

Sayen, who presided at the con- 
ference as president of the interna- 
tional body, was accompanied by 
ALP Vice Presidents C. E. Beatley 
and C. C. Spencer, and Safety 
Chairmen Homer Mouden and 
R. F. Adickes. 


and Housing Investment” McMur- 
ray praised the recent action of the 
New York Building and Construc- 
tion Trades Council in backing a 
program of cooperative housing 
projects to be financed partially out 
of welfare and pension funds of 
unions in the council. The pro- 
gram has the personal support of 
AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany. 


Release Reserves 

The mortgage bank is intended 
to overcome objections to release 
of some of the multi-billion dollar 
reserves for the financing of the 
large volume of middle income 
housing required by union mem- 
bers and other moderate income 
families. It would be similar to 
the International Bank for Re- 
construction and Development. 

“If pension funds are to be 
drawn into housing investment 
on any large scale,” said the 
state housing official, “it will 
have to be done not for purely 
social, humanitarian or philan- 
thropic reasons, but on an eco- 
nomically sound basis benefiting 
the funds in terms of safety and 
return. 


“Keeping in mind the essential 
purpose of these funds and the 
welfare of those who depend on 
them for a secure retirement, we 
believe, after our studies, that such 
investments can swell future re- 
tirement income and at the same 
time produce the housing so much 
needed now.” 

The report disclosed that there 
are at least $25 billion in pension 
fund reserves nationally and that 
these are increasing at the rate of 
about $214 billion annually. These 
figures exclude government pen- 
sion fund reserves. 

Aid Housing Program 

Of the $25 billion, $10 billion is 
held by insurance companies and 
about $15 billion are in funds ad- 
ministered either by unions or cor- 
porations or their trustees. 

The McMurray program is di- 
rected at the $15 billion for use in 
middle income housing investments. 
He estimated that an investment of 
not more than 10 or 20 per cent of 
this $15 billion would result in a 
tremendous construction program. 


Presently, a microscopic per- 
centage of these funds are in- 
vested in housing. More than 
half of investments by self-ad- 
ministered funds, according to a 
1954 Securities and Exchange 
Commission report, are in cor- 
porate bonds, 18 per cent each 
in common stocks and govern- 
ment bonds, 4 percent in pre- 
ferred stock, 2 percent in cash 
and the remaining 4 percent in 
all other assets, including mort- 
gages. 


By setting up a central financial 
institution under state supervision 
and participation, present reluct- 
ance of pension fund trustees could 
be resolved by the following means: 


1—Pension fund investments 
would be made, not in specific 
mortgages but in debentures backed 
by the institution’s entire mortgage 
portfolio, thus spreading the risk. 

2—New York State could give 
further protection by participating 
with the institution in 90 percent 
mortgages. 

3—State supervision would give 
strength and security to the institu- 
tion’s debentures and the mortgages 
would compare favorably with oth- 
er types of insured or guaranteed 
mortgages. 


‘The Line Changes, The Fence Remains’ 
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COUNTRIES 
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Corporate Profits 
Soar 30% Over °54 


New York — Corporate 
profits were up 30 percest in 
1955 over 1954 figures, the 
Wall Street Journal reported, 
and heading even higher in 
the first quarter of 1956, 

The financial paper’s com- 
‘pilation of profit reports for 
714 companies indicated that 
1955 will at least equal 1950 
as a record profit year and 
possibly surpass it when the 
final government figures are 
in. 

Only two industry groups, 
according to the Journal 
showed lower profit figures 
in 1955 than in 1954—dis- 
tilling and electrical equip- 
ment. 

As for the first three 
months of 1956, the Journal 
reported “indications of ris- 
ing earnings far exceed those 
of lower profits.” 


Labor Backs Bill 
For Pure Water 


A bill authorizing the expendi- 
ture of $1 billion over a 10-year 
period in matching funds and grants 
to states and municipalities to en- 
courage a nationwide fight against 
water pollution has been endorsed 
by the AFL-CIO. 

Legislative Rep. George D. 
Riley, testifying in favor of the 
measure before the House Public 
Works Committee, warned that safe 
water is a problem today and that 
it will become worse as population 
and industry increase. 

States and municipalities need 
“strong and coordinated assistance” 
to stem growing pollution, clean 
up streams already contaminated 
by sewage and industrial wastes, 
and assure all Americans of safe 
and clean water, he declared. 

Riley also urged that a proviso 
for payment of prevailing wage 
rates on construction and remodel- 
ing programs under any federal 
grants also be included in the final 


GOP Leaders Threaten Veto 
Of Senate Passed Farm. Bill 


Republican leaders. brandished the threat of a White House veto 
of a substantially Democratic-sponsored farm bill as congressional 
conferees headed toward an attempt to reconcile differences in 


> 


House and Senate bills. 

Agriculture Sec. Ezra Taft Ben- 
son suffered a major defeat in the 
Senate when, after dangling special 
enticements to get the support of 
cotton senators for “flexible” price 
supports, he lost the last battle as 
senators voted something approach- 
ing 90 percent “rigid” supports 
through “a back door.” 


Force Up Price 


The device was an amendment 
by Sen. Hubert Humphrey (D- 
Minn.) to increase the so-called 
“set-aside” of government-owned 
crop surpluses and thus force up 
the support price required by law 
of Benson. 

The Humphrey amendment 
passed by a 50-to-44 roll call vote. 
Jubilant pro-farmer senators said 
the effect would be to compel Ben- 
son to support cotton prices this 
year at about 90 percent of parity 
instead of the 86 or 87 percent he 
had pledged, in writing, to get the 
votes of cotton senators for the 
principle of “flexible” supports. 

Corn prices would be supported, 
senators estimated, at 87 percent 
of parity instead of the 81 percent 
Benson had previously set in a 
further “compromise” permitting a 
vast increase in allotted corn acre- 
age. 

Wheat prices would go to about 
85 percent of parity instead of the 
76 percent level now in effect. 


Veto Threatened 

Sen. William F. Knowland (R- 
Calif.), GOP floor leader, predicted 
after a White House legislative con- 
ference that Pres. Eisenhower 
would veto the bill unless the Sen- 
ate-House conference committee 
“modifies” it. 

Chances seem slender that “mod- 
ification” would be in the direction 
that Benson desires. The House 
last year passed a bill restoring flat 
90 percent supports on “basic” 


legislation. 


farm commodities including corn, 
wheat and cotton. 


wr 


The “soil bank” provision ad- 
vocated by the Administration this 
year is not in the House bill, but 
it is assumed that the House con- 
ferees will accept some version of 
the plan to pay farmers for taking 
land out of production of crops 
already in surplus supply and plac- 
ing the land, instead, in either an 
“acreage” or “conservation” re- 
serve. 

One source close to Benson said 
that “principle” would require Ben- 
son to recommend a veto of the 
Senate bill or any conference-mod- 
ified bill that retained the key Sen- 
ate features. 

“Benson has already sacrificed 
as much as he can in concessions 
to the corn states and the cotton 
senators,” this source said. “If he 
sacrifices any more just to get an 
election-year farm bill, nothing will 
be left of his principles.” 


+ e 
New YorkMusicians 
Win Zoning Fight 

New York—A three-year cam- 
paign by Musicians Local 802 cul- 
minated in success when the New 
York City Board of Estimate ap- 
proved the union proposal to liber- 
alize zoning laws by permitting the 
use of live music in places from 
which it has been barred. 

The board’s action came three 
weeks after’ an open hearing before 
the City Planning Commission, 
which promptly passed on the union 
request with a recommendation for 
approval. 

In testimony before both bodies, 
Local 802 Pres. Al Manuti argued 
that approval would create new 
jobs for musicians without disturb- 
ing the original purposes of the 
zoning regulations. He pointed out 
that the zoning laws were discrimi- 
nating against musicians since they 
permitted mechanical music but 
barred live music. 
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Senate Electoral Reform] 


Bill Undermines Voters 


The Senate has opened debate on a proposed constitutional 
amendment that would seriously undermine the influence of urban 
and industrial citizens in presidential elections. 

The AFL-CIO convention last December urged an entirely dif- 
ferent kind of electoral reform calling for election of both president 


and vice president by “direct popu- 
lar vote.” 

The proposed amendment, a 
“compromise” version worked out 
by Senators Price Daniel (D-Tex.), 
Strom Thurmond (D-S. C.) and 
Karl Mundt (R-S. Dak.), would 
abolish the present Electoral Col- 
lege system under which a candi- 
date gets the entire electoral vote of 
any state he carries. 

* Optional System 

It would substitute an optional 
system under which state legisla- 
tures could decide either to divide 
the electoral vote proportionately on 
the basis of state-wide balloting or 
set up a system by which most elec- 
tors would be chosen according to 
congressional districts. 

The congressional-district option 
is the “joker.” 

In the majority of states, rural- 
dominated legislatures have heavily 
gerrymandered congressional dis- 
tricts so as to deprive urban centers 
of proportionate power in the House 
of Representatives and give rural 
and small-city areas disproportion- 
ate power. 

Choice of presidential electors by 
the same congressional districts 
would decrease the weight of urban 
votes for the presidency, increase 
the weight of each rural vote. 

The urban citizen, already under- 
represented in Congress, would also 
be deprived of share-for-share in- 
fluence in the election of a presi- 
dent. 

The Daniel - Thurmond - Mundt 
“compromise” was supported in de- 
bate as a “reform” to get rid of the 
admittedly outmoded Electoral Col- 
lege. Its district-voting “option” 
was defended as in line with Amer- 
ican traditions allowing the protec- 
tion of “minorities” from an other- 
wise “ruthless” majority. 


1 Water Down Influence 


Opponents warned that the real 
purpose was to water down the in- 
fluence of certain minorities, such 
as nationality or racial groups, in 
presidential elections by changing 
the rules of the political game 
against them. 

Sen. Paul H. Douglas (D-Ill.) of- 
fered evidence to show that in “state 
after state large cities are grossly 
underrepresented in state legisla- 
tures” that would have power to 
choose the “option” by which presi- 
dential electoral votes would be 
counted. 

The amendment went before the 
Senate with extraordinary co-spon- 
sorship from 54 senators, but liber- 
als who had allowed their names to 
be attached quickly showed signs of 
changing their minds. 

At least one, and possibly several 
others, decided to withdraw from 
sponsorship as the debate revealed 
the basic issues. 

The proposed amendment would 
require passage by two-thirds ma- 
jorities in both House and Senate 
and ratification by three quarters of 
the states before it became part of 
the constitution. 


Mayor Sarubbi 
Honored by Labor 


North Bergen, N. J.— Mayor 
Angelo J. Sarubbi of this commu- 
nity of 45,000 residents was feted 
at a testimonial sponsored by affi- 
liates of the Hudson County Build- 
ing Trades Council. Sarubbi is as- 
sociated with his father in the gen- 
eral construction business. 

Among those who paid tribute 
to his fairness in dealing with labor 
Were Pres. Sal Maso of the New 
Jersey Building Trades Council and 
Pres. John J. Grogan of the Ma- 
tine & Shipbuilding Workers. 


Texas Labor Agrees 
On Political Action 
Austin, Tex. — Agreement 
on an interim structure for 
combined political operations 
pending actual merger has 
been reached by the AFL- 


Executive Sec. Jerry Hol- 
leman of the Texas Federa- 
tion of Labor and Executive 
Sec. Fred Schmidt of the 
Texas Industrial Onion Coun- 
cil also reported that tenta- 
tive settlements have been 
made in some areas of final 
merger details, expected to 
be accomplished in June. 

Approval of the governing 
bodies of both groups for 
combined action in the politi- 
cal field is expected almost 
at once. Plans, call for crea- 
tion of a Texas Committee on 
Political Education (Texas 
COPE) with co-chairmen and 
co-secretaries from the two 
groups with a combined mem- 
bership of 400,000. 


Charge NLRB 
Verdict Boon 
To Employers 


A two-man minority of the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board 
charged that a recent board deci- 
sion has given employers “a pow- 
erful weapon . . . to defeat the free 
choice of collective bargaining rep- 
resentatives.” 

Board members Abe Murdock 
and Ivar H. Peterson filed the min- 
ority report in a case involving the 
Auto Workers and the Zeller Corp. 
of Defiance, Ohio. The majority 
rejected a UAW petition to set 
aside the election on the grounds 
that coercion had been used against 
the union. The minority held that 
the election should be set aside be- 
cause of a 
element.” Here’s what happened. 

About 10 days before a repre- 
sentation election at the Zeller 
plant the company distributed a 
letter from Whirlpool Corp. and 
one of its own to all employes. The 


Whirlpool letter inquired as to what 
unions were represented at Zeller’s 


and when present contracts expire. 


The Zeller letter said that the 
Whirlpool inquiry showed the ad- 
vantages of not having a union. 

Murdock and Peterson declared 
the Zeller letter “carried a power- 
ful threat to the employes’ jobs if 
the union were successful in the 
election. . . . We cannot believe,” 
they said, “that the law contem- 
plates that an employer is privileged 
to misrepresent to his employes that 
he will lose the business of his 
principal customer without a result- 
ing loss of jobs if they select a 
union, in order to defeat a union 
in an election.” 


WFTU Headquarters 
Moving to Prague 


Vienna—The Communist-con- 
trolled World Federation of Trade 
Unions, ordered to leave Vienna, 
will move to Prague, Czechoslo- 
vakia, according to Radio Prague. 


“substantial coercive |‘ 


AFL-CIO COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION discussed operations at its first meeting since the m ger. 
Attending sessions in Washington were, left to right (seated), the chairman, AFL-CIO Vice Pres. 
George M. Harrison, and the secretary, John Connors, director of the Dept. of Education; (stand-. 
ing) Sec.-Treas. I. W. Abel and Education Dir. Emory Bacon, both of the Steelworkers; Pres. Carl J. 


Megel of the Teachers; Education Dir. Emil Starr of the Clothing Workers and Education Dir. 
Brendan Sexton of the Auto Workers. « 


The Senate is heading toward 


stiffen its terms. 


‘Honest Elections’ Bill 
Ready for Senate Action 


action on the Johnson-Knowland 


“honest elections” bill after the leadership accepted amendments to 


limit of $10,000 on the total amount 
any person could contribute to all 
federal election campaigns in a sin- 
gle year. 

It would also require a consoli- 
dated report of all contributions of 
between $5,000 and $10,000 with 
Congress, with the legislature of any 
state to which contributions went, 
and the federal district court in the 
area. 

Recipients as well as donors of 
campaign contributions would be 
required to report all receipts and 
expenditures. Criminal penalties 
would be invoked for violation of 
the reporting requirements and of 
top spending limits. 

The requirement for reporting of 
contributions and the $10,000 maxi- 
mum gifts permitted any one person 
would apply to primary as well as 
general elections. 

The Johnson-Knowland bill is a 
substitute, now co-sponsored by 85 
of 96 senators, for a bill by Sen. 
Thomas C. Hennings, Jr. (D-Mo.), 
reported by the Senate Administra- 
tion Committee last year. 

Drafted in the wake of disclos- 


One amendment would put a top> 


ures that a Superior Oil Co. lawyer, 
John M. Neff, was flinging around 
$2,500 campaign contributions for 
senators thought to be favorable to 
the now-vetoed natural gas bill, the 
leadership “elections” measure was 
offered as a “practical” improve- 
ment on existing campaign-spend- 
ing laws. 

It would increase the size of ex- 
penditures permitted each senator 
and member of the House to take 
account of rising campaign costs. 
The present legal limits are widely 
evaded and avoided. 

One of its provisions would re- 
quire any candidate for federal of- 
fice to give written authorization to 
any non-party “committee” or 
group raising and spending funds in 
behalf of his nomination or election. 


Electrical Workers 
Sign Two-Year Pact 


Philadelphia, Pa.— A two-year 
contract providing increases of 6 
to 10 cents an hour for 740 pro- 
duction employes at the Intl. Re- 
sistance Co. has been signed by the 
Electrical Workers. Another in- 
crease from 714 to 10 cents be- 


comes applicable next year. 


ee 


INSCRIBED PLAQUE making Henry Fred Bond (left) a delegate 
and life member emeritus of the Indianapolis Industrial Union Coun- 
cil was presented to the 82-year-old veteran of 57 years of service 
to labor by IUC Pres. Timothy Smith. Bond was financial secretary 
of the Clothing Workers old Local 145. 


»|CIO groups pointed out. 
?|has much in common with the 


Connecticut 
Labor Honors 


Negro Leaders 


Hamden, Conn.—The Connecti- 
cut Federation of Labor and the 
Connecticut Industrial Union Coun- 
cil will co-sponsor, in cooperation 
with other community organiza- 
tions, a Deliverance Day Prayer 
Meeting in support of the 100 
Negro leaders recently indicted in 
Montgomery, Ala., as the result of 


Meanwhile, in a joint statement, 
the AFL-CIO state organizations 
came out solidly in support of the 
arrested Negroes. 

“We abhor social and racial in- 
justice in any form,” said Sec.- 
Treas. Joseph M. Rourke of the 
federation and Pres. Mitchell Sviri- 
doff of the industrial union council. 
“And make no mistake about it, 
the factors leading to the indict- 
ment of the Negro leaders in Ala- 
bama were the rankest kind of. in- 
justice.” 

The AFL-CIO leaders pointed 
out that the law used for indict- 
ment was a state anti-conspiracy act 
passed in 1921 to deal with coal- 
mining strikes in Birmingham. 

“Thus a law passed to restrain 
one group of people seeking to 
redress their wrongs is used many 
years later against another group 
also attempting to secure fair and 
equal treatment,” the state AFL- 
“Labor 


Negroes of Montgomery. We of- 


Slip of a NOT 
In Ford Story 


Henry Ford Il did NOT 
tell a Senate subcommittee, 
“What’s good for General 
Motors is necessarily good 
’ for Ford.” 

That’s what the AFL-CIO 
News last week reported, he 
said, but one little three- 
letter word was dropped from 
the story by the printer. 

Asked by Sen. A. S. Mike | 
Monroney (D-Okla.) whether 
Ford shouldn’t follow the GM 
example and name a vice- 
president in charge of dealer 
relationships, Ford quipped: 

“What's. good for General 
Motors is NOT necessarily 
good for Ford.” 
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Page Six 


McDonald Urges Industrialists 
To Back Court Segregation Ban 


Pittsburgh—A plea to industrial leaders to lend their support to upholding the U. S. Supreme 


Court’s ban on segregated schools was made at the convention of the Pennsylvania Industrial Union 
Council by Pres. David J. McDonald of the Steelworkers. 


He called on the U. S. Chamber of Commerce and the National Association of Manufacturers “to 


speak out truly as believers in democracy to help provide ways and means to avoid this threat to 


Ike Asks $4.8 Billion 


Foreign Aid, 


10-Year Plan 


A $4.8 billion Mutual Security Program, including assurance 


of continuity for a minimum of 1 


0 years on long-range non-military 


projects and greater flexibility in shifting funds to meet shifting 


needs, has been sent to Congress by 
Pres. Eisenhower. 
Foreign military and economic 


aid programs, he said, constitute “a 


demand of the highest priority upon 
our resources,” even if desirable 
domestic plans have to be held up, 
because “we cannot falter now in 
our quest for peace.” 


; Proposed Expenditures 
Here is how Eisenhower broke 
down his proposed expenditures: 
Military aid, $2.9 billion; defense 
support, $1.1 billion, of which $882 
million is earmarked for Asia, $170 
million for the Near East and $78.7 
million for Europe; development as- 
sistance, $170 million; technical co- 
operation, $157 million; and foreign 


Auto Workers 
Meet Apr. 21 
On Education 


Detroit—The Auto Workers will 
launch a series of 20th anniversary- 
year observances with their seventh 
annual four-day Intl. Education 
Conference, opening Apr. 21 in 
Washington. 

The sessions are expected to 
draw 3,000 delegates from UAW 
locals in all parts of the United 
States and Canada. 


Eisenhower Invited 

Pres. Eisenhower has been in- 
vited to open the conference. Adlai 
Stevenson, candidate for the Demo- 
cratic presidential nomination, will 
speak at the closing session. 

Politics will play a further role 
in the presidential election-year ses- 
sions. An old-fashioned political 
debate will find Sen. Estes Kefau- 
ver (Tenn.), Stevenson’s leading 
rival for the nomination, and Sen. 
Hubert H. Humphrey (Minn.) up- 
holding the case for the Democrats 
against the Republican forensics of 
Senators Styles Bridges (N. H.) and 
William F. Knowland (Calif.). 

UAW Pres. Walter P. Reuther, 
an AFL-CIO vice president, will 
make his first public report on his 
trip to India. Chester Bowles, for- 
mer U. S. ambassador to that coun- 
try, also will speak. 


Freedom Awards 


Union 20th anniversary “free- 
dom awards” will be presented to 


Thurgood Marshall, general coun-| : 


sel for the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored Peo- 
ple; Archbishop Robert E. Lucey 
of the Catholic archdiocese of San 
Antonio, Tex.; Methodist Bishop 
G. Bromley Oxnam of Washing- 
ton; Sen. Herbert H. Lehman (D- 
N. Y.); Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, 
and Frank Tuttle, early rank-and- 
file UAW leader and the first man 
to retire under the NAW-Chrysler 
pension agreement. 

Mayor Robert Wagner of New 
York will be presented with a spe- 
cial award honoring his late father, 
Sen. Robert F. Wagner (D.). 

The delegates will meet with 
their congressmen at a breakfast to 
which all members of Congress 
have been invited. They also will 
see a pageant reviewing the UAW’s 
first 20 years, and will attend a 
music festival featuring the famed 
Howard University choir. 


atomic reactor projects, $5.9 mil- 
lion. . 

Eisenhower also asked renewal of 
the $100 million emergency fund, 
which he has power to allocate, and 
a special $100 million fund for the 
Middle East and Africa. 

The amount he wants is a lot 
more than he got last year. Then 
Congress appropriated $2.7 billion, 
but the Administration had a large 
unexpended balance from previous 
appropriations. 

He wanted the 10-year authoriza- 
tion to provide for “continuing com- 
mitments” up to $100 million in 
any one year. 

Assure Continuity 

“We should be able to assure the 
nations of the free world,” he told 
Congress, “that we will continue to 
participate in particular non-mili- 
tary projects and enterprises which 
will take a number of years to com- 
plete. 

“Such assurance from us will 
help these nations to mobilize their 
own funds for projects which will 
contribute to an important degree to 
their economic strength. ... It will 
be difficult to organize such projects 
unless Mutual Security Program 
support can be relied on for more 
than a single year.” 

Eisenhower advised Congress that 
“even while we welcome respite 
from the Soviet policy of threat and 
violence,” there is nothing in Rus- 


sia’s “new departures in foreign pol- 


icy” to justify scrapping the Mutual 
Security Program. 

“Soviet expansionism,” he said, 
has “merely taken on a somewhat 
different guise,” and the objective 
“is still to disrupt and, in the end, 
to dominate the free nations.” 


_ 


MAKING HIS POINT is Thomas Duncan (right), staff 
Political Education, featured speaker at a National Affairs Institute held in Milwaukee and co-spon- 
sored by the University of Wisconsin School for Workers and the Milwaukee Federated Trades 
Council. Duncan chats with other conference participants (left to right) Robert Ozanne, director of 
the Workers’ School; William Kuhl, School staff member; Charles Kuzdas, Institute Chairman; and 
Professor Donald Schwartz of the University of Wisconsin economics department. 


our American life.” 


Hits White Councils 

McDonald hit hard at the rise of 
White. Citizens Councils in the 
southern states and termed them 
“the most serious challenge to 
American democracy in the past 
100 years.” 

“I do not think,” he continued, 
“there are those so foolish as to 
carry us to the stage of 1861 but 
some people may try to take us 
down that road. In the South, plant 
managers and superintendents have 
tremendous influence in small 
towns. The political leader bows to 
his word and shudders at his anger. 

“Labor is solidly backing the Su- 
preme Court decision and I suggest 
that top-side management in such 
industries as steel, lumber and 
chemicals institute a system of ed- 
ucation among management repre- 
sentatives whereby these leaders of 
thought can raise their voices to 
spread democracy.” 


Classrooms of Democracy 

McDonald declared that “the fac- 
tories of America, where men work 
side by side, regardless of race, can 
be made the classrooms of democ- 
racy in America. It is the respon- 
sibility of industrial management to 
speak out affirmatively on this and 
to do something about it, as labor 
has done.” 

The convention’s only roll call 
vote to fill an office saw a contest 
for a vice presidency between two 
members of the Transport Workers. 
Charles Robinson, the incumbent, 
defeated Andrew Kaelin, head of 
the TWU railroad division, by a 
vote of 2,004 to 689. 

The Council’s committee to work 
out details of merger with the Penn- 
sylvania Federation of Labor will 
meet after the Federation’s conven- 
tion in Philadelphia next month. 


TWO HARRYS who won re-election for tenth year at annual con- 


vention of Pennsylvania Industrial 


Union Council are congratulated 


by the state’s Gov. George M. Leader (center). From left, Sec. 
Harry Block, Leader and Pres. Harry Boyer. 


Harbor Compensation Act 
Changes Long Overdue 


Congressional action to bring the Longshoremen’s and Harbor 


Workers’ Compensation Act into 


line with present conditions is 


“long overdue,” AFL-CIO Legislative Rep. Walter J. Mason told a 


=> 


House Labor Subcommittee. 

The act covers about 600,000 
workers, serving as a workmen’s 
compensation law for longshore- 
men, ship repairmen, ship service- 
men, harbor workers, other off- 
shore workers, and employes of 
government contractors at defense 
bases or on public works in other 
countries, and is the basic legisla- 
tion for the District of Columbia. 


Congress Responsibility 


Mason spoke not only for the 
AFL-CIO, but also for the Intl. 
Brotherhood of Longshoremen, the 
AFL-CIO Metal Trades Dept. and 
the Washington Central Labor Un- 
ion. 

“Congress has particular respon- 
sibility toward this legislation,” he 
told the subcommittee.” It should 
seek to develop a model compensa- 
tion law toward which state legis- 
lative efforts can be directed. How- 
ever, in many ways, the basic pro- 
visions in this law have fallen be- 
hind the standards established by 
the various states.” 

Mason endorsed a proviso in the 
Senate approved bill reducing from 
seven to three days the waiting 


Beene. RS 
ommittee on 


vis 


| period before permitting any bene- 


fits, and its proposals for a series 
of adjustments in the number of 
weeks for which compensation is 
payable for permanent partial dis- 
abilities. He also approved the 
bill’s removal of the arbitrary limit 
on total compensation payable for 
any injury. 

He rejected the Senate bill’s pro- 
posal to cut the waiting time before 
compensation is made retroactive 
to the date of disability from the 
present 49 days to 22, explaining 
that “we, in AFL-CIO, see no rea- 
son why this period cannot be re- 
duced to 14 days.” 


Would Boost Benefits 

Mason also voiced the AFL- 
CIO’s refusal to accept the Senate 
bill’s recommendations on maxi- 
mum and minimum benefits. 

The bill would raise the top pay- 
ment from the present $35 a week 
to $50; Mason said it should be at 
least $60 “if Congress is to con- 
tinue to adhere to the two-thirds 
(of average weekly pay) principle.” 

He urged a $20 a week minimum 
in place of either the present $12 
or the Senate measure’s $18. 

The law now provides that in 
computing death benefits, weekly 
wages are “considered to have 
been” not more than $52.50 or 
more than $18. Mason urged that 
the Senate’s boost to $75 and $27, 
respectively, be rejected in favor 
of a $90 maximum and a $30 mini- 
mum. 

He also endorsed proposals per- 
mitting the Secretary of Labor to 
use the reserve fund, swollen in 
recent years, for several new pur- 
poses, including increases in voca- 


tional rehabilitation allowances and. 


payment of compensation due 
workers whose employers have 
gone bankrupt. 


Steel Union, Firm 
Note Cooperation 


Pittsburgh, Pa.—A documentary 
“declaration of principles” has re- 
sulted from a plant tour of National 
Steel Corp. by its president, T. E. 
Milsop, and Pres. David J. McDon- 
ald of the Steel Workers Union. 

Framed copies hang in the offices 
of the Great Lake Steel Corp., a 
National division, at Ecorse, Mich., 
and in the offices of USWA Local 
1229. Thousands of smaller copies 
of the declaration have been dis- 
tributed to the workers and to all 
customers and suppliers of Great 
Lakes Steel.” 

Milsop is a former president of 
Weirton Steel Co., another National 
Steel division. For many years 
Weirton Steel resisted efforts at or- 


ganization by the USWA. 
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‘Page Seven 


dustrial Union Dept. Board Holds First Meeting 


TOP LEADERS of the Industrial Union Dept. are shown during executive board meeting in Washing- 
ton where a program was adopted and committees established. From left, Sec.-Treas. James B. Carey, 
Pres. Walter P. Reuther and Dir. Al Whitehouse. 


REPRESENTATIVES of 72 AFL-CIO unions, some of whom are shown here, attended the first 
meeting of the Industrial Union Dept. executive board. The IUD, largest of the federation’s depart- 
ments, now has a membership of almost seven million. 


WHITE COLLAR workers’ problems were under consideration during a break in the IUD board 
meeting. Sec.-Treas. Emil Mazey of Auto Workers (standing) chats with (from left) Pres. Howard 
Coughlin, Office Employes; Pres. James Suffridge, Retail Clerks and Pres. Russell Stephens, Techni- 
cal Engineers. 


. 
Frank Rosenblum Peter T. Schoemann 

Sec.-Treas., Clothing Workers | Pres., Plumbers & Steamfitters 
New Industrial Union Dept. Vice Presidents 


INFORMAL HUDDLE during IUD board meeting produced this 
photo of AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany and Pres. Walter P. Reu- 
ther of Auto Workers who also heads the Industrial Union Dept. 


SPEAKING AT THE MEETING of Industrial Union Dept. execu- 
tive board is Machinists Gen. Vice Pres. Elmer Walker. Seated 
from left: Pres. Emil Rieve, Textile Workers; Vice Pres. Joseph 
Childs and Pres. L. S. Buckmaster, Rubber Workers. 
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Unity Moves Forward 


RKANSAS is not one of the nation’s most industrialized states, 

but its unions are healthy and growing. And perhaps since 

they exist in a state that has on its statute books a “right-to-work” 

law that prohibits union security contracts, they clearly understand 
the need for unity. 

Whatever the reason, Arkansas labor has gained the honor of 
being the first state in the nation in which the state federation of 
labor and the state industrial union council have merged. 

The spirit of unity which produced the merger had been grow- 
ing for months and years—from the time when both the former 
AFL and CIO in Arkansas came to realize the need for common 
action in the legislative and political fields. It culminated in a 
successful and fast merger of the two labor state bodies. 

Our congratulations to union members and leaders in Arkansas 
for this accomplishment. We believe it will reward the architects 

_ of state labor unity with many benefits, in terms of greater effective- 
ness and service for union members and for the people of the state. 

During the next 18 months, other unified labor bodies will be 
coming into existence throughout the 48 states. Each new state- 
wide merger, accompanied as they will be by the unification of city 
and local labor bodies, is a step toward increasing the strength and 
prestige of our united AFL-CIO. 


Ray Leheney 


> THE sudden and premature death of Raymond F. Leheney, 
the entire labor movement has lost a respected, effective and 
popular official. 

Only 45 years of age when he was stricken, Ray Leheney had 
won a host of friends for his work as secretary-treasurer of the 
Union Label & Service Trades Dept., and prior to that as an official 
of the Teamsters union. 

He recognized the fundamental value of good public relations for 
unions, and he worked constantly to emphasize to the general public 
the full range of labor’s variety of constructive activities. His great 
services will be long remembered. 


Westinghouse Settlement 


HE STRIKE of the Electrical, Radio & Machine Workers at 
Westinghouse lasted more than 150 days. Now that a contract 
has been signed, it may be hoped that decent relationships between 
the union and management may soon be established. 
Westinghouse forced the strike by adopting a “take-it-or-leavé-it” 
position, and by arbitrarily insisting upon its right not to consult 
and act with the union on placing into effect range of wage readjust- 
ments resulting from management time studies. 

The IUE demonstrated that the time has passed when industrial 
workers can be pushed around like vassals; and the wholehearted 
support of the labor movement showed recognition of the justice 
of the union’s cause. 

The strikers, who have fought hard for their rights, deserve the 
applause of all workers for their courageous battle. 
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Bringing Home the Bacon! 


DRAWN FOR THE » 
AFL-C!O NEws 


Is Our Foreign Policy Up To Date? 


The following is excerpted from 
a speech Mrs. Eugenie Anderson, 
former U. §. Ambassador to Den- 
mark, delivered at Roosevelt Uni- 
versity in Chicago. The lecture 
was sponsored by the Sidney Hill- 
man Foundation, established by 
the Amalgamated Clothing Work- 
ers to honor the memory of the 
union’s first president. 


By Eugenie Anderson 


The foreign policies of the west- 
ern alliance are today clearly ob- 
solete. Designed as they were to 
counter Stalinist outright aggression, 
they are no longer adequate for 
solving the new problems we face 
today. 

The so-called “containment pol- 
icy” worked admirably to repel So- 
viet expansion from 1946 to 1953, 


. but a new approach is needed now 


to halt the Khrushchev offensive. 

The peoples of the western de- 
mocracies must wake up to the fact 
that we are threatened today by a 
new phase of Soviet expansion. In 
our complacent desires for “relaxa- 
tion of tensions,” the west has been 
lulled by Soviet protestations, and 
western echoes, of what we want 
to hear: “peaceful coexistence,” 
“peace and prosperity,” “friendship 
and good-will,” etc. 


Cold War Still On 


However, if we look at the ac- 
tual developments that are taking 
place in the world today, we can 
see plainly that the cold war has not 
been concluded. Indeed, it has not 
even been called off, so far as 
the Communists are concerned. 
Khrushchev’s recent speeches at 
the Soviet Communist Party Con- 
gress have reiterated defiantly the 
unchanging Communist goal of 
world conquest. bs 

Well known, competent observ- 
ers, such as John Cowles and Ches- 
ter Bowles, have warned recently 
that the whole of Asia may slide 
under Communist domination very 
soon, unless new American policies 
are initiated promptly. 


Exploit Differences 


While Khrushchev and Bulganin 
have talked about “peace and 


friendship,” they have simulta- 
neously proceeded to exploit allied 
differences in those conflicted areas 
where full-scale war could so easily 
break out. 


Soviet intrusion into the in- 
tensely troubled Middle East has 
increased greatly the danger 
there of outright war. Commu- 
nist threats and attacks in the 
Formosa straits continue to keep 
that disputed area acutely un- 
settled. Peace is anything but se- 
cure there, or in Korea, where a 
million and a half men remain 
under arms, 


The major offensive of the 
Khrushchev drive, however, has 
proceeded towards the penetration 
of the formerly uncommitted na- 
tions of Southeast Asia, particularly 
India, Burma and _ Indonesia. 
Throughout this vast area, so rich 
in population and resources, so 
seething with revolutionary turmoil, 
the Communists have staged a spec- 
tacular diplomatic and economic of- 
fensive. 

What must the western alliance 
do in order to regain the initiative, 
sO indispensable for winning our 
life and death contest for freedom, 
so essential for preventing nuclear 
warfare? How can western policies 
be re-oriented in time to turn the 


tide in the present phase of the 
Khrushchev offensive? 


Move Off Defensive 

First of all, we must face up to 
the dangerous dimensions of the 
new Soviet expansionism. Until we 
understand that the present primary 
Soviet objective is the conquest of 
the “uncommitted” nations of 
southeast Asia, and that its major 
weapons in this particular phase are 
economic, diplomatic and subver- 
sive, we cannot begin to cope with 
the problems. 

Important as it is for us to main- 
tain overwhelming military superi- 
ority, we must recognize that mili- 
tary pacts and military assistance in 
southeast Asia are not alone ade- 
quate weapons in this phase of the 
struggle. : 

Secondly, western policies, 
under vigorous American leader- 
ship, must become once again af- 
firmative policies, not simply a 
series of defensive reactions to 
successive Soviet victories. We 
must move off the defensive, and 
initiate a peaceful campaign for 
strengthening the independence 
and welfare of those nations still 
free, and for achieving the in- 
dependence of those unfree, 
whether they are enslaved by 
Communist dictatorship or still 
remain bound under colonial 
domination. ' 

In order to implement these posi- 
tive, constructive policies, we must 
move out in front now with a new, 
imaginative program for Asian eco- 
nomic development. 

What is needed right now is a 
broad, bold, humanitarian program 
for Asia such as the Marshall Plan 
was for western Europe. Such a 


|plan would combine our deeply 


American principles of friendliness 
and neighborliness with self-help, 
good business organization and en- 
lightened self-interest. The question 
urgently before us today is not 
whether we can afford such a pro- 
gram. 


The great question for the west- 
ern alliance in the new phase is how 
can we not afford whatever is re- 
quired to win? 
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WASHINGTON 


THE “DECLARATION OF CONSTITUTIONAL PRIN- 
(PLES” signed by 101 southern congressmen is being explained 
way aS merely a political document, a device to “help Walter 
george” beat off an anticipated primary challenge from Herman 
maimadge of Georgia, who hopes to replace George in the Senate. 
gmething more serious may be involved. . 
The “declaration” was a political document, all right, in the sense 
at many signed it only because they were harassed by fear of what 
sight happen to them—as well as George—if they didn’t. 
To their credit, some highly conservative southern members 
jeced severe modification of the original language planned by Sen. 
rom Thurmond (D-S. C.), which as described to this observer 
‘yould have made your hair curl.” 

| The “declaration” contains no mention of nullification, no 
nention of “interposition,” waves no bloody shirt of concerted 
tivil revolt against the Supreme Court. It disagrees with the 
court’s anti-segregation decision and pledges resistance only by 
“gil lawful means.” 

Still, documents and policy statements can become palpable things. 
hey may set forth positions which, once taken, give little room 
je retreat. And it is a pity that southern immoderates, led by 
thurmond with the prestige of Sen. Harry F. Byrd (D-Va.) behind 
jim, could, even in 1956, “pressure” to the slightest extent the 
gajority Of southern congressmen. . 

’ xk k 

ON RACIAL MATTERS THURMOND IS AN EXTREMIST. 
Apersonally pleasant man who speaks civilly and modestly to those 
ip considers his peers, he was the 1948 Dixiecrat nominee for 
pesident who, on the civil rights issue alone, took four southern 
sates away from Pres. Truman and the Democratic national ticket. 


Thurmond himself took credit for the “declaration” on the Senate | 


for. : 

“It was my thought,” he told his colleagues just before resign- 
ing to seek re-election to their body, “that we should formulate a 
statement of unity to present our views and the views of our 
constituents. . . .” 

Thurmond is not, essentially, a spokesman for the South as a 
vhole. The majority of his colleagues in Congress are not ex- 
temists On race issues. 

They are not bigoted toward the Negro in their midst. Many 
them understand that the Negro is not only a test of, but also an 
opportunity for, American democracy. 

Except for a few from Mississippi, a few from South Carolina, a 
vty few from Virginia, they had no enthusiasm whatever for the 
‘eclaration” even after it had been watered down. 

Still, they signed. And Strom Thurmond was for a moment a 
dominating figure among his colleagues. 

Despite the watering-down process, there is danger in the mani- 
testo because overtones may ring louder than the actual language. 

On the Senate floor, again, Thurmond blamed all the troubles of 
fe South on “outside agitators” seeking to disrupt the “harmony 
vhich has existed for generations between the white and Negro 
faces,” 

He blamed the employment of “professional racist lawyers” and 
‘toublemakers” by these “outside agitators.” 

* *« * 

IT WOULD BE USELESS TO PROTEST TO THURMOND, 
perhaps, that the “harmony” between races in which he claims such 
pide was a “harmony” of master and servant classes, that the 
Negro was ill-educated until the courts forced better education, that 
le was economically and politically deprived and psychologically 
tebased until migration or changing situations otherwise gave him 
ibetter chance. Yet these things are profoundly true. 

When a citizen finds ways to protest against his plight in life 
trough the courts, it is a poor answer to brand those who give him 
bis chance “outside agitators” and “professional racist lawyers.” 

The lawyers of whom Thurmond was speaking are the skilled 
lawyers of the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People, and they are not “racists” in the sense that they 
tim superiority over Thurmond; he is the “racist” in that he in- 
tists on a right to keep their clients in economic and political 
inferiority. 

The southerners who signed the manifesto without really believ- 
ig in it, who signed only because they were “pressured,” have an 
tbligation to prevent it from becoming what Strom Thurmond and 
ka, Eastland of Mississippi wanted it to be—a rallying-point for 
ter overt defiance. 
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TLL GET THE CRADLE POESN'T 
HAVE A UNION LABEL £ 


Vandercook Says: 


‘Peace’ Is Main Campaign Slogan 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly 
broadcasts of John W. Vandercook, ABC com- 
mentator, sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to 
Vandercook over the ABC network Monday 
through Friday at 10 p. m., EST.) 


E are already, it seems, in the midst of a politi- 
cal campaign. Though the conventions are still 
five months away, there has already been more dis- 
cussion of who shall be, for example, the Republican 
vice presidential candidate, than there usually is when 
a convention is going on. 
The question of candi- 
date Eisenhower’s physical 
fitness is being debated 
more briskly—in March— 
than are most candidates’ 
mental fitness, in October. 
Ours—we too easily for- 
get—in terms of our po- 
litical system, is the oldest 
country in the world. With 
the American record of 
success, it is idle, then, to 
carp at the way we do 
things. Though the functioning of American democ- 
racy may sometimes appear wasteful, even wrong- 
headed, it works. 

The news that almost hourly crowds in upon us 
from beyond our borders should, though, serve to 
remind us of the danger that can result from exces- 
sive concentration on our own affairs. 

We must remember that the party in power—in an 


Vandercook 


Morgan Says: 


election year—has a vested interest in good news. 
Even when that emphasis on glad tidings has little 
basis in truth, we are told that the winning slogan of 
the campaign will be “peace.” { 
The blunt fact is that although the planet is tech- 
nically at peace, the world is less peaceable; there 
is—in more places—less hope of stability than at 
any. time since the Great War’s end. 

The rise of the nationalist and belligerent spirit 
among the inexperienced, and far from democratic- 
minded leaders of the Moslem nations, is a peril to 
all of us it would be hard to exaggerate. It’s a belt 
of nettles that girdles half the globe. 

The foundations of the indispensable defensive 
structure of NATO, which thus far has worked so 
well in “containing” Soviet ambitions, is fast being 
undermined by the bitter feeling between Greece and 
Turkey over-Cyprus. A Conservative government in 
Britain, while it recognizes, as most of us do not, the 
complications of the Cyprus situation, seems rather to 
add to them than to subtract from them. 

Our strong allies protest at our indecisions. Our 
weak friends have diminished faith in us. 

Peace is the best of slogans. So are “progress and 
prosperity.” But only if that trio are world-wide. 

If a too-often absentee Secretary of State and a 
President with admittedly diminished strength can 
make good on them, with decisions instead of deci- 
bels, this campaign can be enormously productive. If 
they cannot, America long before November may 
find itself on a “brink” far. more dizzying than any 
on which Dulles has teetered heretofore. 


Ike’s News Conferences Unique 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly 
broadcasts of Edward P. Morgan, ABC commenta- 
tor, sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to Morgan 
over the ABC network Monday through Friday 
at 7 p. m., EST.) 


RES. EISENHOWER’S 82d news conference 
happened to mark the 43d anniversary of this 
peculiarly American institution. Woodrow Wilson 
would hardly recognize today what he started. 
Television and radio have added to the importance, 
the impact, and the complications of this unique 
journalistic event. After 
seeing it on a U. S. Infor- 
mation Agency film, a citi- 
zen of Nigeria indicated 
he was impressed by “the 
king of the United States 
answering questions from 
just anybody.” 
Although his critics 
sometimes complain that 
Mr. Eisenhower has 
emerged disconcertingly in 
a democracy as a kind of 
Morgan monarch, however benevo- 
lent and beloved, few would quarrel with his claim— 
if he ever wanted to make it—to the title of king of 
the White House news conferences. And as such it 
is almost as if he could do not wrong. This phe- 
nomenon would seem to stem from a sensationally 


As We See It: 


compatible combination of the President’s resilient, 
extroverted personality and the extra dimensions of 
sight and sound in the rebroadcasts of the confer- 
ences now permitted on radio and TV. 


The result can be, and often is, that he may use 
several sentences to say virtually nothing and yet he 
says it with such sincere force and emphasis that you 
carry away the conviction that he has made a state- 
ment ringing with incisive import and meaning. 

So vivid can this impression be that even when you 
fail to discover a clear meaning in searching the cold 
text of the transcript you find yourself wondering if 
maybe the stenotypists didn’t forget and leave it out. 

kk * 


ISENHOWER can artfully keep alive the pros- 
pects of an Eisenhower-Nixon ticket without 
really fettering his own freedom of movement when 
it comes to his ultimate choice for a vice presidential 
nominee. But on such admittedly intricate questions 
as—say—arms for Israel or desegregation, the Presi- 
dent’s manner of approach may mean the difference 
between bold and convincing leadership and seeming 
indecision. 

In commenting on the institution of the news con- 
ference, Pres. Eisenhower thought it was a wonderful 
thing and found it anything but a bore. Perhaps the 
question’s haven't been boring enough. Boring in, 
that is, to the heart of the matter. 


U. S. Unions Distinctly Different 


HE American system of trade unionism is dis- 
tinctly American, different from that of any other 
country, AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany declared. 


America, in the 19th century, developed its trade. 


unionism to meet the growing industrialization in the 
U. S., Meany said in a rebroadcast on the “As We 
See It” radio program, presented by the AFL-CIO 
over the ABC network. 

American trade unionism did not follow the Euro- 
pean pattern of aligning itself with a political party. 
It upheld the right to private property, instead of 
the Socialist objective of government ownership. It 
adopted the principles set down by Pope Leo XIII in 
his encyclical, “The Condition of Labor,” in 1891, 
the AFL-CIO president said. 


The statement of the Pope was critically needed at 


that time, Meany said on the occasion of his being 


awarded the 1956 Rerum Novarum Award by St. 
Peter’s College. 
“I[N this country, wealth had multiplied in the 30 
years after the Civil War. A greater and greater 
disproportionate share went into the hands of a few. 
Railroads had been pushed through to the West. An 
industrial revolution was under way,” Meany said. 
“The Pope called attention of the faithful to the 
‘new developments in industry, the new techniques, 
changed relations of employer and employe, abound- 
ing wealth among a very small number and destitu- 
tion among the masses, increased self-reliance on the 
part of workers as well as a closer bond of union — 
one with another. . . . The whole process of produc- 
tion as well as trade in every kind of goods has been 
brought almost entirely under the power of a few, so 
that a very few rich and exceedingly rich men have 


laid a yoke of slavery on the unnumbered masses of 
non-dwning workers.’ ” 
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EASTER SEAL CHILD of 1956, four-year-old Clara Jo Proudfoot, 
is the daughter of Carl Proudfoot, a member of Carpenters Local 
1379 in Miami, Fla. Despite her handicap, the cheerful cherub is 
a big help to her dad around the house. 


Thread of Hope: 


Tiny Easter Seal Child 
Campaigns for Others 


Miami—Clara Jo Proudfoot, 4, the blonde, hazel-eyed daughter of 
a union carpenter in Miami, is the 1956 national Easter Seal Child. 

She is featured in the nationwide Easter Seal campaign to raise 
money for relief and treatment of crippled children and adults. 

Clara Jo is the youngest of three children of Carl Proudfoot, a 
member of Carpenter’s Local No. 1379 of Miami. 

She was born Aug. 29, 1951, with spina bifida. She was para- 
lyzed from the waist down, and doctors told the parents it was un- 
likely she would survive more than a few months. Little hope was 
promised. 

Proudfoot and his wife, Clara, clung to the thread of hope offered. 


With cooperation of a pediatrician, they enlisted a team-of surgeons } s:::::22%: 


to operate and repair the unfinished spinal covering. 

Skilled surgery and loving care showed progress. Clara Jo grew 
and thrived, though after two years she couldn’t walk or stand. 

The Florida Crippled Children’s Commission gave her medical 
care and braces. In 1953 she was enrolled in the Miami rehabilita- 
tion center of the Easter Seal Society, with a schedule of exercises, 
gait training and recreational projects. 

A tiny pair of crutches was tailored to her size. Exercises 
strengthened her arms, hands and shoulders. In three months she 
walked, with help of crutches and braces. 

Clara Jo isn’t ready to try out for basketball yet, but she has 
become an active membér of her family. She puts away her own 
toys, helps make the beds, drys dishes and sets the table. She swims, 
goes to picnics, plays with dolls, and keeps three Boston bull ter- 
riers on the run. 

“Clara Jo accepts her limitations fully, and thinks there is noth- 
ing she can’t do if she tries hard enough,” her mother says. “We 
in the family no longer think of her as a crippled child, only as one 
whose legs don’t work quite as other children’s do. 

“I wish I could tell all parents how to progress as we have, from 


How to Buy: 


By Sidney Margolius 
HIS spring for the first time you can buy a fairly 
good automatic washer for as little as $150 and 


|| a large automatic-defrost refrigerator for about $275. . 
;|But moderate-income families have a new problem 


in increasing cost of shoes, which were raised for 
spring and are going to go up again this fall. 

Here are tips to hold down costs when buying 
these and other necessities: 


Shoes: Next semi-annual shoe sales are the July 


=|clearances. We’ advise adults to fill in their needs at 
:|that time. But the real problem is children’s shoes. 
:| When you have to pay $7-$8 for shoes for a young- 
:| ster (and $7.50 to $9 next fall), families with several 


children have a real burden. The only solution is 
to comparison-shop more widely. 


’ Washers, Refrigerators: The opening gun has 


;;sounded in a price war on appliances among the 


largest manufacturers. One manufacturer, Hotpoint, 


§|\ has just announced a special on its standard-quality 


automatic washer of about $170, which means you 


#|can buy it at discounts, now given by most retailers 


for $150 and sometimes less. 


The same company has also slashed the price of 
its 11-foot automatic defrost refrigerator with a 75- 
pound freezer compartment, to a new low list of 
about $290, less any discounts given by retailers. 
This is an unusually large freezer compartment. 


You can expect additional price cuts on refrigera- 
tors in June, traditional month for special sales and 
clearances on this item. But in buying a refrigerator, 
invest your money in good basic quality rather than 
trick features. Look for shelves at least 16 inches 


Making Ends Meet: 
Economy Menus 


By Nancy Pratt 


ASHIONS in food don’t change as radically as 

shifts in skirt lengths, but in recent years there’s 
been a decided shift on the part of the average con- 
sumer to more expensive menus—more meat and 
less potatoes. 

Retail prices for food remained pretty stable last 
year and are expected to continue at about the same 
level for the rest of 1956. 
But many consumers will 
very likely spend more for 
food this year in line with 
the current trend toward 
increased use of high-grade 
meats, frozen foods, and 
“heat and serve” products. 
The higher priced items 
are rapidly crowding more 
economical groceries off 
the shelves. 

Take a look at your 
neighborhood grocery to- 
day and try to compare it 
with five or 10 years ago. Remember the bakery 
products counter? You had a choice between a few 
types of white flour and maybe one or two biscuit 
mixes. Nowadays the shelves are lined with boxes 
of popover, pie crust, and cake mixes, and even 
blueberry muffin mixes with canned berries attached 
to the carton. 

There are similar changes at the meat counter. 
At large supermarkets there’s rarely a butcher in 
sight. Most meats are wrapped in advance and the 


Nancy Pratt 


utter hopelessness to complete confidence.” 


most prominently displayed meats are: generally the 


Shoe Prices Up —Appliances Cut 


deep, an efficient door latch that will open at the 
touch of your elbow and deep doors for adequate 
in-the-door storage. Round shelves may offer some 
convenience, but they sacrifice shelf space. 
* s * 
‘JROYS’ suits: In youngsters’ suits and slacks the 
recent trend to wool flannels is an unfortunate 


‘one for moderate-income families. Flannel ig g 


perishable fabric that gets threadbare and even wear 
through quickly, although it has more wear resist. 
ance if blended with synthetic fibers. A closely. 
woven tweed or gabardine will give more wear for 
the money. If the gabardine is rayon, as it. often ig 
in lower-price suits and slacks, a blend with at least 
15 per cent nylon will increase wear resistance. 

Men’s Hats: If you need a dress hat, get it this 
spring. Felt hats next year will cost about 30 per. 
cent more than now, according to the largest man» 
facturer. The large-volume chains and department 
stores have good comparative values in their own 
brand hats generally made for them by the manu 
facturers of the higher-priced nationally-advertised 
brands. Examine the quality of the felt to compare 
values. A good felt is silky, closely-grained and has 
elasticity; that is, it takes and holds the shape you 
want, and the brim has snap to it. 

Food: Make use of pork this month to hold down 
food bills, as heavy marketings are expected to drive 
down prices. Beef, too, will still be in plentiful 
supply, and with pork should provide the bulk of 
your main dishes at this time. Broilers and fryers 
will be cheaper than last year, but still costlier per 
serving than pork and beef. But lamb is getting more 
expensive. 


on the Wane 


quality cuts—steaks, sirloin tip roasts, and chops, 
To get soup bones, you Have to ring for special serv. 
ice. And it’s often impossible to buy economy grades 
of beef. Most chain stores feature the top premium 
grades. 

If your buying habits are in step with the pattern 
of increasing use of “heat and serve,” frozen, or 
specially prepared foods, you'll probably end up 
spending more money than last year on food despite 
generally stable retail prices. 

For the housewife who has to cut down on het 
food budget, the changes at the grocery store mean 
that she must exercise special shopping care to come 
up with the more economical foods. In addition, she 
must be willing to spend a good deal more time in 
kitchen preparation than the person relying on the 
prepared foods. 

kkk 


OMEBUYERS on GI home loans can get some 

useful suggestions from a recent pamphlet pub 
lished by the Veterans Administration, “Pointers for 
the Veteran Homeowner.” 


One piece of wise advice the VA gives for new 
homeowners is to go easy on buying household 
“extras” until you’re sure you can swing your fixed 
expenses without too much scrimping. 


The new homeowner is a favorite target of doof 
to-door salesmen, and many people get roped into 
buying storm windows, wire fences, and power lawit- 
mowers even before they’ve made their first mortgage 
payment. Sometimes it takes real will power to re 
sist this barrage of sales talk and to remember that 
no “extras” are worth jeopardizing the total invest 
ment. 


“UNION MAID” -A Serial Story 


DON'T BOTHER MR. V 
GOTROX NOW, Gus! 
HE'S PRETTY SHAKY! / 


WHAT'S BOTHERING 
- HIM, ALICE? 


on 


ut 


ppament 


SiS Gaye > 


WELL, ARCILLE AND | WERE 
TALKING ABOUT BOWLING --- 
AND GOTROX STROLLED BY 
JUST IN TIME TO HEAR HER SAY , 
\ HER BIGGEST AIM IN LIFE--- _. 
> eee 
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Soup to Nonsense: 


Perils of Choo-Choo Ride With Baby 


By Jane Goodsell 


Y daughter Katie recently complained’ to me 

that she had never been on a train. This is 

pot true. She and I took a four-hour train trip to- 

gether when she was a year-and-a-half old. She can’t 
remember it, and I can’t forget it. 

What I particularly can’t forget is the way Katie 
and I looked when we disembarked after the train 
pulled into the station. I had Katie tucked under 
one arm, and an object euphemistically known as 
“Little Toidy” under the other. 

I had boarded the train with this portable plumb- 
ing carefully concealed in a paper bag, which Katie 
had torn to shreds during the trip. 

If I had had the paper bag with me at that mo- 


+ 


Hollywood Observer: 


painter’s easel. A last-minute attempt to wash her 


Lanza’s Comeback Film, 


face had outraged her to the point of throwing her- ‘Serenade,’ a Sensation | 


self on the damp washroom floor and screaming. 
So I abandoned all thought of trying to improve 


By Paul Patrick 


our appearance, and simply concentrated on getting | 5 aqpetdlgh ae stradicage man with a magnificent voice, Mario 


us off the train. Katie was still sobbing as we 


and hat looked like cast-offs. , 


The station was filled with people, and it seem 
too much to hope that none of them knew me. It 
was too much to hope. 

Margie and Liz saw me first. If they hadn’t, they 
wouldn’t have seen me at all because I'd have bolted 
or sunk through the floor or something. 


blocks. 


Lanza, is back on the screen again with what looks like a 
struggled down the steps, and her new blue coat) smashing hit that should have the boxoffice customers lined up for 


If ever a movie was tailor-made for a particular star, it’s “Sere- 
nade,” Warner’s musical drama scheduled for an Easter opening at 
New York’s Music Hall and for 
general release throughout the 
country the latter part of April. 


TT D ‘ They hailed me from a sea of matched luggage, | . Those critics who didn't like 
) | ment, I would have pulled it over my face as a dis- and waved with suede gloved hands. I returned|“ lhe Great Caruso” probably 
t i their radiant smiles with a sickly twitch, and Katie won’t endorse “Serenade,” but 


My lipstick was smeared, my coat was splattered chose that moment to knock my hat off my head. 
with candy and my left eye was bloodshot. Katie 


had poked her finger into it a few minutes earlier 
- B «1 was trying to blow her nose. My knees were 


the average music and/or drama 
I stared at it helplessly, and a hand swooped down | lover will get far more than his 
to pick it up. I looked up at my husband. ... |money’s worth. 
“You look like a wrecked schooner,” he grinned.| This is Lanza’s screen come- 


+ § trembling from bouncing her on my knee, and my He looked nice and well-groomed and, for the first after 
t [| hands were numb from patty-caking. time in my life, I wanted to slap him. — wel yippee pond 
{ am MS, Instead, I simply handed over Katie and Little | “°° Y°ars Cu 

ATIE was no prize package either. She had been Toidy, He no longer looked like a man of distinc-|“Uties involving temperament 
: eating jelly beans steadily for the past hour, tion. and weight. And what a come- 
1 & ind her face was streaked with as many colors as a (Distributed by PAI) back it is. Mario, please don’t 
¢ ’ ever leave us again! 
s ; e Lanza and that Lanza voice 
u Co llege Dream Fades: are so outstanding in “Serenade” 

e that one tends to overlook the 

| So Steelworker Gives 16,000 Books 2x sviaciicc: _ i 
| So Steelworker Gives 16, ORGS | te» job of wring and ditecion Sat Seat 
1 OSEPH KOTCKA, union steelworker employed at national affairs, economics, world and church his-| lusty love story to the screen. A deep bow is called for in the direc- 
" U. S. Steel’s Irvin works near Clairton, Pa. tory.” a * tion of Producer Henry Blanke, Director Anthony Mann, and the 
, | dreamed of going to college from his early youth. METAL quality observer at U. S. Stee!’s Invi screenplay writers, Ivan Goff, Ben Roberts and John Twist. 


1 || He never got there the way he planned, yet he is works, Joe Kotcka is a member of Steelworkers’ Academy Award winner Joan Fontaine is brilliant in one of the 
well known at Notre Dame University, which he J ocaj 2227, most exciting roles in her career, that of a sensation-seeking socialite 
once hoped to attend, and at 14 other colleges and The first blow to Joe’s plans to go to college hap-| © whom love is but a game in which all men are pawns. In describ- 
universities. pened 35 years ago when his father, also a steel-| ing Fontaine’s performance in this film, Jack Moffitt of the Holly- 
On the library shelves of these institutions of learn- worker, was killed in a mill accident. Only 10 at the} wood Reporter trade paper said that “any male member of the 
ing are 16,000 important books valued roughly at time, Joe had to sell newspapers to help support his} audience would gladly be ruined by her and the women will derive 
$25,000 which Kotcka bought out of his wages and family. Later the depression came and put a final| a delicious pleasure from hating her.” That may be going a little 
contributed during the last 20 years. end to his dreams of college. far but it gives you some idea of the perfection of her acting in this 
Notre Dame received 11,000 of them, the other When he went to work in the mill, however, he} movie, 
5,000 went to Duquesne, St. Vincent, St. Francis, started night school at Carnegie Institute of Tech-| Fontaine is the evil woman in Lanza’s life. The good woman is a 
Villanova, St. Bonaventure and other schools. nology and carried on his studies for eight years. He 


; -_| fiery Latin brunette, Sarita Montiel, making her first picture in 
8, ae ‘ 2 f “ pte : . ; 
+ | ‘Giving books is my way of doing a bit to help pots A yang ae a aa ae Hollywood. Vincent Price, also co-starred, has some sharp dialogue 
es others,” said Joe, who is an avid reader himself. All : “ ‘»| that he handles to perfection and fine support is given by such 
de books are inscribed: “Contributed by Josevh At Notre Dame, Joe is one of the “subway alumni . ‘ 
mp , —_— deed po of the “Fighting Irish.” He knows the campus like| Capable actors as Joseph Calleia, Harry Bellaver and Vince Ed- 
Kotcka, Clairton, Pa.” Some are dedicated to his : : : 
an old grad, and is acquainted with most of the wards. 
father and mother, now deceased. pen. : P . te z 
rn : : faculty and administrative staff. At least once a year} Lanza, portraying a great operatic tenor of humble origin, sings 
ow — ‘To Steelworker Joseph Kotcka, the simple—but he gets a personal invitation from the university to| 14 songs, some of the popular variety. All the music is well inter- 
p | cxPensive—act of putting a good book on the shelf take in a football game, along with a ticket to a seat| woven with the dramatic plot. 
te — of a university or college library fills in a little his on the 50-yard line. —a— 
own thwarted dream for a formal, on-the-campus : . . . ’ 
college education,” says Steel Labor, official organ of or eee 0 Win atepied sien mater in awarding T’S starting to feel like spring, so for a completely delightful 
th ne United scholarships to worthy youths of Slovak extraction bein : : “Glory.” "i age 
4 e United Steelworkers. who needed help in getting an education pleased springlike movie go see the picture G ory,” now playing in 
i “Down through the years, too, has come the added Joe Kotcka and he decided to help by sending books | theaters throughout the land. But don’t go if you like the mayhem, 
he ff *atisfaction of knowing that, while he helps to turn for the library. They’ve been coming for 20 years | brutality and lechery in some other recent pictures. 
in Out steel at a mill near Clairton, Pa., his warm- now. I guess “Glory” should be described as a sweet and entertaining 
he | hearted effort is exposing thousands of young students In one year alone he sent 300 volumes with a| picture about a lovely, poor young girl, a horse and a rich young 
to the best books available on such subjects as inter- retail value of some $1,600. man, set in Kentucky’s famed bluegrass country. There’s nothing 
: devious about it and it carries no particular message. But it has 
nid ° been produced and directed by David Butler with a sincerity and 
b Actors Guild warmth that I find particularly attractive in this complicated day 
. . e and age. It is released by RKO. 
Wins Benefits The girl starred in the picture is Margaret O’Brien, whom most 
vi 7 f of you will recall as a child star of 15 years or so ago. It’s her first 
: Bo decay yr llr cay - adult film role. With her in the cast are such sterling performers as 
cian ak ee sili see somal Walter a —— rng wed John Lupton and Byron 
ote and other improvements were nego-| Palmer. And there’s the Kentucky Derby. 
to {| tiated in a new contract between 
1 the Screen Actors Guild and the 
ge Association of Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers. ie 
wi ECTIV, 
rat Day player minimum rates were yer € ? 
st: raised from $70 to $80 immediate- AGENC 77 


ly and will go to $90 on Feb. 1, f 
1958. Weekly free lance mini- fs EEN 
mums go from $250 to $285 im- 
mediately and $300 two years from / 
now. 
The studio work week will be 
reduced’ from a six-day, 48-hour 
week to a five-day 44-hour week 


with premium pay for Saturday 
and Sunday. 


Fred Howe, of Radio 
Officers Union, Dead 


New York—Fred M. Howe, 
i| since 1940, secretary-treasurer of 
the Radio Officers Union, the ma- 
rine division of the Commercial 
Telegraphers, died here after a 
three-month illness. He was 67. 

A World War I veteran, he 
served as a radio officer on many 
ships before assuming a union post. 


\ 


THIS STEELWORKER HAS GIVEN away a small fortune in 
books. Joseph Kotcka (left), a member of Local 2227, USWA, dur- 
ing the last 20 years has donated books worth $25,000 to college 
braries. With him examining one of the volumes is the union’s 
National Education Director Emory Bacon. 
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Page Twelve 


Bread and Butter Facts: 
Hike in Wages, Fringe 
Gains Possible in ’56 


By Nat Goldfinger 
Economist, Dept. of Research 

UBSTANTIAL collective bargaining gains in wages and fringe 
J benefits should be possible, this year, in most industries in 
which contracts terminate or may be reopened. 

Business conditions are generally good, except in a few -weak 
spots. Profits have been high and are booming. 

“Corporate profits are pointing towards further gains in the first 
three months of:this year,” states the Wall Street Journal.. 

These current gains in profits come on top of booming business 
incomes last year, according to the U.S. Dept. of Commerce and 
the President’s Council of Economic Advisers. The profits and 
dividends of all U. S. corporations, in recent years, have stacked up 
as follows: 


Corporate 
Corporate Profits Corporate Profits Dividend 
Before Taxes After Taxes Payments 
1946 ...... $22.6 Billion $13.4 Billion $5.8 Billion 
| re: > Baad Tao 
Te ssccee p< aad i 
Me iscces ee” — = ..* 
ae ae. ') os 10.0 ” 
Wee” «ipnn, ee .) kd 8:5. 
* Estimate by Council of Economic Advisers. 
xk k *& 


NLY in 1950, when tax rates were lower than at present, were 
corporate after-tax profits slightly greater than in 1955. And 
dividend payments to stockholders, last year, were greater than ever 
before. Stockholders’ dividends have been rising steadily since 
1952. Last year, they were almost two and one-half times greater 
than in 1945, 
Corporate profits after payment of taxes, last year, were approxi- 


mately 27 percent greater than in 1954, according to the Dept. of |; 


Commerce and the Council of Economic Advisers. 

A survey of 2,439 leading corporations, reported in the March 
issue of the First National City Bank Newsletter, indicates that steel 
industry profits, after taxes, in 1955, were up 72 percent from 
1954; textiles, up 66 percent; automobiles, up 64 percent; metal 
mining, up 60 percent; lumber and wood products, up 50 percent; 
construction, up 37 percent; Class I railroads, up 35 percent; cloth- 
ing and apparel, up 32 percent; wholesale and retail trade, up 23 
percent. ; 

Business profits in most industries are continuing to move up 
from their high 1955 levels. The Wall Street Journal of March 15, 
1956, states: 

“Having about equalled in 1955 the record level of 1950, cor- 
porate profits are pointing toward further gains in the first three 
months of this year.... 

“For the current quarter, indications of rising earnings far exceed 
those of lower profits. Reports from industries in a dozen cities the 
country over, based on interviews with corporate officials, show a 
small minority of businesses expecting lower first quarter earnings 
than a year ago.” ’ 

The economic atmosphere for collective bargaining, thus far this 
year, looks good, indeed. 


wenn 


LIFE-SIZE OIL PAINTING shows AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
and Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitzler receiving honorary degrees of 
doctor of laws from Most Rev. Thomas A. Boland, Archbishop of 
Newark, N. J., at special labor convocation of Seton Hall Univer- 
sity, South Orange, N. J. 


AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, MARCH 24, 1956 


INITIAL STEP in silk screen process is c 


stencils on film-like substance, as Herb Jentsch 
is doing. 


(eS 92 


utting 


to enamel sign. 


“PAINTING” is done with a squeegee. 
Zoller uses one to force paint through screen op 


ce 


Ernest 


2 


THESE ARE THE MEN who make the signs which guide traffic in auto-conscious Detroit—and re 
placements for those knocked down by careless motorists. Members of Signwriters Local 591, the 
skilled craftsmen are seen being addressed by Business Agent Al Smith during recent negotiations. 


Keeping in Touch: 


Will Lobby Probe ‘Fizzle? 


HE hue and cry is on! The Senate committee 
investigating campaign funds, lobbying and elec- 
tion laws is now getting set. Well, more power to 
them if they truly bring out and publish all the facts. 
One aspect that concerns us is the part Sen. Gold- 
water (R-Ariz.) will play in the investigation. Could 
be that he will try to minimize the gas and oil lob- 
bying with huge funds involved, and use this investi- 
gation as a springboard to get off more of his broad- 
sides against political activities of the trade union 
movement. 

We fear that the prime purpose of the investiga- 
tion—to investigate the gas and oil lobby—will be 
lost in the shuffle, and that after all the sound and 
fury, the wind will die down to a mere breeze as far 
as the original probe is concerned. 

. * * 

N New Jersey, the Women’s League is fighting to 

secure additional supplies of polio vaccine shots 
for public health distribution.. As is the case in so 


many states, private physicians have more than ade 
quate supplies of vaccine on hand. In some in 
stances, they are returning it to the state. 


Yet, because of governmental red tape, many 
children are being denied polio shots. The Women's 
League is performing a very vital and humane serv. 
ice in their efforts to obtain polio vaccine shots for 
all regardless of the ability to pay. We sincerely 
trust that their splendid efforts will bear fruit. 


IVIAN BROOKS, president of the Women’s Di- 

vision of the Bernalillo County, N. M., COPE, 
reports her group has completed checking more than. 
one-half the union membership in the county and 
reported all unregistered unionists to their local un- 
ions. Vivian is also introducing speakers and films 
at local union meetings to stimulate interest in re 
gistration. 


Trenton, N. J.—More than 400 
delegates will share box lunches 
with members of the New Jersey 
Legislature and hear Gov. Robert B. 
Meyner (D) discuss the status of his 
labor program at the fifth annual 
legislative conference of the New 
Jersey Industrial Union Council on 
Mar. 26. 

Sessions will be held in the Hotel 
Hildebrecht. They will include dis- 
cussion of pending legislation by 
the delegates with senators and as- 
semblymen at the hotel or at the 
State House. 

Outlines Agenda 

IUC Pres. Paul Krebs indicated 
the major items on the conference 
agenda will include: 

Opposition to new or increased 
sales taxes. 

Amendment of the unemploy- 
ment compensation act to allow 
immediate payment of benefits in 
lockouts and, after four weeks, in 
strikes. 

Higher workmen’s compensation, 


temporary disability and unem- 


ployment compensation benefits for 
longer periods. 

Free choice of physician under 
the workmen’s compensation law, 
and inclusion of pregnancy as com- 
pensable under temporary disabil- 
ity benefits legislation. 

Extension of rent control and 
eviction-protection laws, and en- 
actment of a middle income hous- 
ing program. 

Protection of all children in pub- 
lic or school clinics by Salk anti- 
polio vaccine. 

The IUC is particularly wrought 
up over efforts to make consumers 
pay an even greater share of the 
cost of running the state by a boost 
in the cigaret tax and a new levy 
on soda pop. 

‘Selective’ Sales Taxes 

New Jersey has only “selective” 
sales taxes, Krebs recalled in his 
missives, but they accounted for 84 
percent of the cost of running the 
state government in 1955, and are 
earmarked for 80 percent of the 
1956-7 budget. The national aver- 


Labor Maps Legislative Drive in N.]J. 


age of all states is but 73 percent, 
he pointed out. 

The council endorsed Meyner's 
pocket veto of a Chamber of Com- 
merce bill which would have de 
prived older workers of unemploy- 
ment compensation benefits, and 
urged Labor Comm. Carl Holdet- 
man to approve and put into ef- 
fect a wage board recommendation 
for a $1 an hour minimum wage 
and an eventual 40-hour week for 
women and children in retail and 
wholesale trade. 

The wage board, Krebs testified 
at a public hearing, “has exercised 
a maximum of consideration fot 
employers in this industry.” 

“No employer has the moral. 
right, or should have the legal 
right,” he said, “to have persons if 
his service for their full, normal, 
appropriate and publicly accepted 
work week at a total wage less that 
required to support them in eco 
nomic decency in accordance witb 
the standards of the community, 
state and nation.” q 
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Social, Medical Leaders, Named 
To Health, Advisory Council 


Fifteen of the country’s most distinguished leaders in social work and medical care have been 
sppointed to a Health and Advisory Council to the AFL-CIO Community Services Committee, accord- 


ing to Chairman Joseph A. Beirne. 


The council eventually will consist of 25 members serving two-year terms and scheduled to meet 


go more than four times a year. Recommendations will be presented to the CSC for its consideration. 


La 
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Congress Asked to Stop 
Miami TV ‘Monopoly’ 


The AFL-CIO asked a congressional committee to request a 
“stop” order on a television-station construction permit pending 
review of a decision awarding a Miami, Fla., channel to “monopoly” 


interests, 

Andrew J. Biemiller, legislative 
representative, told the Senate 
Commerce Committee that the 
grant of a Channel 7 license to 
Biscayne Television Corp. would 
place “control of all types of media 
(in the area) in the hands of a very}. 
few people.” 

Lists Four Reasons 


Labor had opposed the Biscayne 
Television Corp. license application 
before the Federal Communications 
Commission, he said, on four 
grounds: 

Eighty-five percent of the cor- 
poration’s stock is “equally owned 
by the owner and key personnel of 
the Miami Daily News and the 
owner and key personnel of the 
Miami Herald;” the two newspa- 


radio stations in the area; they are 
both absentee owned by newspaper 
chains; and both newspapers “haye 
had anti-labor news and editorial 
policy.” 

When printers struck at the 
Miami Herald seven years ago, 
Biemiller said, “the management 
of the Daily News immediately 
locked out its typographical em- 
ployes.” 

“It is our considered opinion that 
ownership of three kinds of mass 
media—newspapers, radio and tele- 
vision—by the same group of peo- 
ple in any area is against the pub- 
lic interest,” he declared. 


Hands Of Monopoly 
“It is our belief that nothing 
could be more detrimental to the 
maintenance of freedom of the 
press than to have control of the 
media for news dissemination go 
into the hands of a monopoly.” 


cm to investigate “all aspects” of 
the FCC license grant to Biscayne 
Television Corp., Biemiller also rec- 
ommended that the committee “re- 
quest” the licensing commission to 
“stay a construction permit” pend- 
ing the inquiry and appropriate 
court action. 

“It is all too plain from past ex- 
periences that oncé a station is 
constructed, it is almost impossible 
to obtain reversal of a grant by 
any procedure,” he said. 

Biemiller also urged the commit- 
tee to take action to “protect the 


82 channels (previously) reserved 
for educational TV.” 

He cited the AFL-CIO conven- 
tion resolution endorsing educa- 
tional TV. He placed in the record 
a letter from Pres. George Meany 
urging the FCC to resist “any pro- 
proposed cutback in the number of 
reserved channels” that would “en- 
danger the future of a nationwide 
educational TV system.” 


All Bloomington 
Unions Are Affiliated 


Bloomington, Ind.—Every 
eligible union local in this 
community is now an affiliate 
of the Bloomington Federa- 
tion of Labor. The accom- 
plishment has won for Pres. 
L. Derrell Weaver the con- 
gratulations of AFL-CIO 
Pres. George Meany. 

The jurisdiction includes 
26 unions formerly affiliated 
with the AFL and a Com- 
munications Workers local 
formerly in the CIO. 


Beirne, an AFL-CIO vice presi- 
dent and president of the Commu- 
nications Workers, set the first 
meeting for May 25 in New York. 
Many committee members also are 
expected to attend. 


He pointed out that the commit- 
tee, in carrying out the AFL-CIO 
convention mandate, may need “ad- 
vice and guidance” from experts. 
“Past experience suggests that 
there is much to be gained by con- 
sulting with these responsible lead- 
ers on problems of mutual interests 
and concern,” he said. “Many of 
them have welcomed in the past 
the opportunity to exchange ideas 
with leaders of organized labor. 
Many have shown deep interest and 
concern in labor’s work in the field 
of community services.” 


Members of Council 


Invited to serve were: 

Reginald M. Atwater, exec- 
utive secretary of the American 
Public Health Association; Philip 
Bernstein, executive director of the 
Council of Jewish Federations and 
Welfare Funds; Clark W. Black- 
burn, general director of the Fam- 
ily Service Association of Amer- 
ica; Ralph H. Blanchard, executive 
director of the Community Chests 
and Councils of America. 

Also, Robert E.- Bondy, director 
of the National Social Welfare As- 
sembly; Dr. Michael M. Davis; 
Lester B. Granger, executive direc- 
tor of the National Urban League; 
Dean Kenneth D. Johnson of the 
New York School of Social Work, 
Columbia University; Rev. John J. 
Lennon, dean of the Catholic Uni- 
versity School of Social Work. 

Also, Robert H. MacRae, direc- 
tor of the Welfare Council of 
Metropolitan Chicago; Dr. George 
S. Stevenson, consultant to the Na- 
tional Association for Mental 
Health; Leonard Mayo, New York 
Association for Crippled Children 
and Adults; New York State 
Comm. of Welfare Henry Mc- 
Carthy; Philip Ryan, secretary of 
the National Health Council, and 
Dr. Ernest Witte, of the Council 


JANITOR-ARTIST John Walencik of Chicago worked as an office 
building janitor for 10 years while he studied portraiture in evening 
classes. Last month he opened his own studio in Chicago’s loop 
and praised BSEIU Local 25 for the job security he had while a 
student. 


Union Security Credited 
With Giving Artist His Start 


Chicago—Realizing a life-long ambition, janitor-artist John 
Walencik opened his own portrait studio in Chicago’s Stevens 
Building recently. 

Walencik, a member of Local 25, the Chicago Office, Theatre 
and Amusement Building Janitors’ Union, BSEIU, spent the last 
10 years working days and studying nights to achieve his goal. 

A 40-year-old bachelor who lives with his parents in Harvey, II., 
near Chicago, Walencik studied at Chicago’s Art Institute before 
World War II. During the war his art training qualified him as a 
map maker and he served for 344 years as an army sergeant. 

After leaving the service, Walencik joined Local 25 and became 
a day janitor at the Field Annex Building, resuming his art studies 
at night. ‘ 

“It wasn’t as difficult as you might think,” Walencik explains. 


“The union contract guaranteed my wages and hours and I was 
able to attend classes under the GI bill, so I was able to concentrate 
on my art training.” 


After a work and study program lasting the past 10 years, Walen- 
cik feels that he has made enough progress to go out on his own as 
a full-time artist. Charcoal portraiture is his specialty although he 
works in other materials, too. 


“I love art and painting,” Walencik says, “but the security I got 
on my union job really made it possible for me to go ahead with 
my plans to work full-time as a portrait artist.” 


Welfare Plans Cover 


Asking the Commerce Commit- 


on Social Work Education. 


CONGRATULATIONS on his appointment as deputy labor commissioner of New York State are ex- 
tended to Charles E. Hughes (second from left) by Sec. of State Carmine DeSapio. Hughes is a vet- 
tran official of the Textile Workers Union. Looking on are State Labor Commissioner Isador Lubin 
and TWUA State Dir. Jack Rubinstein. 


75% of N. Y. Workers 


New York—Nearly 75 percent of the 4.5 million workers in 
New York state’s private industry are protected by employer- 
financed health or welfare programs, according to State Industrial 
Commissioner Isador Lubin. 

The statement was based on a survey of 25,000 firms with more 
than 2.5 million employes, the findings of which appear in the 
current issue of the Industrial Bulletin, monthly publication of the 
State Dept. of Labor. The study covers hospital, surgical, medical, 
life, accidental death and dismemberment insurance, and pensions. 

“A man and his family should not be placed entirely at the 
mercy of unhappy chance if he suffers a physical setback,” Lubin 
said in an editorial in the Bulletin. 

“A high standard of employer-financed health and welfare bene- 
fit works to the advaatage of both management and labor. The 
man who knows that he and his family will have reasonable finan- 
cial protection against the high cost of sickness, accidents, retire- 
ment because of age, or most calamitous of all, family impoverish- 
ment in case of death, is a better worker.” 
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U. S. Labor 
Opposed to 


Movement 
Colonialism 


The American labor movement is opposed to colonialism and 
always has been, Dir. George Brown, of the AFL-CIO Dept. of 
Intl. Affairs, told a panel on colonialism at a conference of national 
organizations sponsored by the American Association for the United 


Nations. 

Rejection of both the declining 
western colonialism and the rising 
colonialism of Russia must be cen- 
tral to U. S. foreign policy, he de- 
clared. 


A Labor Knows Problems 

“All peoples—in Europe no less 
than in Asia or Africa—who have 
been subjected to the yoke of alien 
despotism,” he said, “should be en- 
couraged in their efforts to regain 
the right of self-determination 
which will enable them to choose 
the form of government they de- 
sire, and enjoy national sovereignty 
and the fundamental human rights 
proclaimed in the charter of the 
U. N” 

More than other sectors of the 
population, he indicated, trade un- 
ionists can provide down to earth 
answers to the problems of foreign 
policy. 

“Trade unionists are constantly 
concerned with the economic well- 
being of people,” said Brown. “We 
know the bread-and-butter needs of 
people and the resulting drives and 
desperations that stem from hunger 
insecurity and inferior status. 

|! Contribution to Make 

' “We are part of an international 
free trade union movement made 
up of free workers throughout the 
world. We recognize how com- 
petitive production overseas, based 
on substandard wages and work- 
ing conditions, can tend to under- 
mine our livelihood by lowering 
our standards here. 

“We know that freedom de- 
stroyed anywhere is a threat to 
freedom everywhere, and this free- 
dom is the only soil in which free 
trade unionism can exist. 

“We have a tremendous labor 
movement in America. Our ap- 
proach to international affairs is 
first, as citizens, then as trade un- 
ionists. As both, we have a sig- 
nificant contribution to make.” 


Press, Staff Member 
Of Justice, Dead 


New York—Max Press, poet and 
for 20 years a member of the staff 
of Justice, official publication of 
the Ladies Garment Workers, died 
at 52 after a brief illness. He is 
survived by two brothers and two 


sisters. 


ICFTU Asks 
New Talks 
On Cyprus 


Brussels — The Intl. Confedera- 
tion of Free Trade Unions, ex- 
pressing the “deepest concern” at 
Great Britain’s deportation of 
Archbishop Makarios from Cyprus, 
has called upon both sides to re- 
sume negotiations “in an atmos- 
phere free from violence and coun- 
ter-measures.” 


Urges New Talks 


Renewed talks should be con- 
ducted, said Assistant Gen. Sec. 
Hans Gottfurcht, “with a view to 
establishing true self-government in 
Cyprus and restoring conditions of 
peace and harmony.” 

Gottfurcht recalled that the last 


ICFTU world congress had urged 
recognition of the right of Cyprus 
to self-determination, and that the 
Executive Board at its meeting in 
New York last December asked for 
the immediate establishment of self- 
government “as the democratic 
basis on which self-determination 
ought to be achieved.” 
“Information received from the 
Cyprus Workers Confederation led 
us to hope that common ground for 
an understanding could be found,” 
he added, “since the British govern- 
ment had recognized the right of 
the people to self-government and 
ultimately to self-determination. 


Deplore Act 

“We, therefore, learned of the 
breakdown of the recent negotia- 
tions with the utmost regret which 
has now been deepened by the de- 
portation of Archbishop Makarios. 

“Whatever reasons may be pro- 
duced to justify this measure, we 
cannot but deplore an act which, 
by removing from the scene the 
recognized leader of the Greek- 
speaking Cypriotes, will appear to 
them as an ostentatious sign of un- 
willingness to resume negotiations 
for the establishment of self-gov- 
ernment.” 


Francisco, and while a delegate 
ILO Governing Body. 


between management and labor. 


management. 


leave a highly important field by 
its satellites.” 


U.S. Withdrawal fromILO 
Politically Indefensible 


This country’s withdrawal from the Intl. Labor Organization 
would be “morally and politically indefensible” and would con- 
stitute “an isolationist action in violation of our own international 
interests and responsibilities,” J. D. Zellerbach, U. S. employer 
delegate to the ILO from 1945 to 1948, said in a statement to the 
House Foreign Affairs subcommittee. 

Zellerbach is president of the Crown Zellerbach Corp. of San 


He also headed the old Economic Co- 
operation Administration mission to Italy. 

He bluntly said that the charge by “a few voices” that the ILO 
is Communist-dominated “is not true.” 
represents 32 votes out of 284, he pointed out, while Russia is the 
only Soviet country on the policy-setting Governing Body. U. S. 
withdrawal, he declared, “would leave a highly important field by 
default to the Soviet Union and its satellites.” 

“Far from being Communist-dominated,” Zellerbach said, “the 
ILO has served as a valuable forum, for the presentation of pro- 
gressive ideas on modern capitalism, on facilitating cooperation 


course, the best answer to Communist attempts to impugn the 
free enterprise system and to sow discord between labor and 


“Moreover, the ILO’s comprehensive studies of forced labor 
have struck a serious blow to Soviet pretensions that communism 
operates in the interests of the workers.” 

He said that if the U. S. abandoned ILO membership, “it would 


served as vice chairman of the 


The Communist bloc 


Such a positive approach is, of 


default to the Soviet Union and 


‘AUF WIEDERSEHN’—Farewells to Peter Keller, Germany Embassy labor attache who is returning 


to his native country, were said at a small AFL-CIO dinner in his honor. Left to right: Vice Pres, 
Keenan, Keller, Mrs. Keller, Art Lyon of the railway brotherhoods, and AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas, 


Schnitzler. 


U.S. Yields to ‘Big Business’; 


Probes Membership 


in ILO 


The federal government has accepted a proposal from the Na- 
tional Association of Manufacturers and the U. S. Chamber of 
Commerce and will investigate the desirability of continuing this 


N 


country’s membership in the Intl.‘ 
Labor Organization. 

Organized labor has no objection 
to such a study provided it is made 
by objective, nonpartisan investiga- 
tors and the terms of reference are 
proper, according to AFL-CIO 
Rep. George P. Delaney, U. S. 
worker delegate to the ILO and a 
member of its Governing Body. 


No Need for Probe 


“But I don’t see any great need 
for such an investigation,” he 
added, “because the ILO is under 
continuing investigating in this 
country. 

“Congress acts regularly on the 
U. S. contribution to its budget. 
The House Subcommittee on In- 
ternational Organizations regularly 
conducts hearings and takes testi- 
mony and studies the ILO along 
with other international organiza- 
tions. 

“Members of Congress have been 
on U. S. delegations to Intl. Labor 
Conferences in all but one of the 
last eight years. Representatives 
of the Labor, State and Commerce 
Depts. have been on all of them. 

“And on top of that, all ILO 
meetings are open to the public ex- 
cept those of the finance commit- 
tee.” 

Can Out-Vote Soviet 

The attitude of the NAM and 
CofC reflects the extreme views of 
William McGrath, U. S. employer 
delegate for the last few years. 
McGrath is an isolationist Cincin- 
nati manufacturer who professes to 
see the ILO’s abandonment of its 
original objective of improving the 
condition of workers throughout 
the world in favor of promoting 
“statist” philosophies. 

With the re-entry of Soviet Rus- 
sia into the ILO, he has also warned 
loudly of pending Communist dom- 


Textile Workers 
Win Wage Hike 


New York—A 12%%-cent-an- 
hour wage increase covering 2,000 
workers at the Forstmann Woolen 
Co. plants in New Jersey was nego- 
tiated by the company and the Tex- 
tile Workers Union of America. 

The new one-year contract calls 
also for an additional 3-cent in- 
crease for maintenance department 
workers, a seventh paid holiday 
and increased hospitalization and 


ination of the organization, despite 
the fact that the western allies can 
out-vote the Soviet bloc by sub- 
stantial majorities. 

Although Sec. of Labor Mitchell 
has on a number of occasions 
voiced strong belief that the U. S. 
should be in the ILO, he has also 
supported the proposed investiga- 
tion. 

Tentative plans call for an in- 
vestigation by the.State, Labor and 
Commerce Depts. Delaney main- 


one for an objective analysis. 
“Any nonpartisan probe may 
even be helpful in clearing up the 
situation,” he said, “but it should 
be made by a non-government com- 
mittee of experts, with neither labor 
nor. management representation, 


tains this approach is not the proper | 


who can look at the ILO objective- 
ly.” 


Transpo 


workers Federation. 


Labor Leaders 
Pay Tribute 
To Keller 


Leaders of the AFL-CIO paid 
their respects and compliments to 
Peter Keller, labor attache of the 
German Embassy in Washington, 
who is leaving this country after a 
544-year stay. 

AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William F, 
Schnitzler, speaking at a dinner for 
Keller, said “we hate to see him 
go.” He lauded Keller as a “man 
dedicated to the welfare of the 
people. There was never any doubt 
as to where he stands in relation to 
trade union problems.” 

Keller was praised by AFL-Cl0 
Vice Pres. Joseph Keenan and oth 
ers for his work “in the search for 
peace, the number one job for trade 
unionists all over the world.” Pres. 
Meany was out of the city and ur 
able to attend. 

Keller is returning to work ona 
union productivity project in 
Frankfurt, Germany. 


rtworkers Win 
Aid for Stranded Seamen 


Tokio—Twenty-eight Greek seamen whose ship, the Penelopi, 
changed ownership on its arrival here were saved from being stranded 
in a strange land through the effective work of the Intl. Transport 


>. 


registered in Panama, wanted to 
pay off the crew and let it go at 
that. But the sailors, members of 
the Panhellenic Seamen’s Federa- 
tion, an ITF affiliate, promptly ap- 
pealed to the Tokio office of the ITF 
for aid. 

They got it—fast. ITF spokes- 
men, buttressed by representatives 
of the All-Japan Seamen’s Union, 


who reluctantly offered one month’s 
basic wages. 

The “grievance committee’ re- 
jected it as insufficient. This is what 
it finally came up with: three 
months basic wages for everybody, 
including officers, with at least six 
months’ service aboard the. ship, 
and two months pay for those with 
less than six months; repatriation 
to Greece, including wages until 
arrival and the cost of moving per- 
sonal effects; and to two sick crew 


THE AFL-CIO PRESENTS 


insurance benefits. 


=——— WITH THE NEWS 


protested vigorously to the owners,. 


The original owners of the vessel,O— 


members, promise of further medi 
cal aid on arrival in Greece. 
The Penelopi crew was so elated 
at the settlement they made a con- 
tribution to the ITF and the Al- 
Japan union in memory of a Japa 
nese seaman lost at sea while serv 
ing aboard a Liberian freighter. 


Law School Must 


Admit Negro Student 

The Supreme Court has ordered 
the immediate admission of Virgil 
D. Hawkins, 48-year-old Negro 
student, to the all-white University 
of Florida law school. 

In a brief, unanimous opinion, 
the court said that “there is 0 
reason for delay” since the institt- 
tion involved is a graduate profes 
sional school and not a public ele 
mentary school. This was in refer 
ence to last year’s ruling givils 
elementary school systems in the 
South a reasonable time to elimr 
nate segregation. 

The court held that Hawkins, 
who has been trying to get into the 
school for seven years, “is enti 
to prompt admission under th 
rules and regulations applicable 
qualified candidates.” 
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ii Respect for Each Other 


" How such cooperation came 


ie NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, MARCH: 24, 1956 


Page Fiftees 


Little Rock; Ark.—“It was all 


much of a story to tell,” Chairman V. E. McKimmey of the Joint 
Arkansas AFL-CIO Unity Committee will tell you if you ask him |: 
jo explain how labor in the Wonder State became the first in the}; 


gation to resolve its differences at 


Arkansas Labor Me Merger 
Based On Cooperation 


done so simply, that there isn’t 


the state level and merge into a 


single trade union central body. © 

‘He is somewhat understating the 
ease, for both AFL and CIO 

sokesmen in Arkansas admit that 
there had been “bitter antagonism” 
between the rival state organiza- 
tions in the: not too distant past. 

‘Tt is true, however, that these 
differences between the AFL and 
CIO state bodies. in Arkansas had 
largely been wiped out as the re- 
wilt of cooperative actions taken 
over the last two years prior to 
merger. ..  ¢ 


about is, despite McKimmey’s mod- 
esty, really quite a story. 

‘Tt alt began back in 1954, and 
its source Was joint political action. 
When both AFL and CIO endorsed 
former Gov. Sid McMath (D) in 
his unsuccessful bid for the senate, 
McMath’s administrative assistant, 
Henry Wood, brought the leaders 
of the two labor groups together 
on a steering committee to help 
plan campaign strategy. They met 
bi-monthly and, through working 


together, developed in McKim-|" 


mey’s words 
each other.” 

McMath was defeated by less 
than 3,000 votes by Sen. John 
McClellan (D) in one of the 
closest primary fights in the 
state's history. His loss none- 
theless did result im a real gain 
for labor in the form of a deci- 
sion to continue—and expand— 
AFL-CIO cooperation in the 
state. 

Two weeks after the election, 
the Arkansas Labor League for 
Political Education and the Arkan- 
sas CIO Executive Board each 
named a delegate to a meeting to 
discuss continued cooperation, par- 
ticularly in a drive to elect labor 
delegates to the forthcoming state 
Democratic convention. These pio- 
neers decided at once to continue 
meeting regularly and drew up 
tules governing a new Arkansas 
Labor's Joint Educational Com- 
mittee, set up in the fall of 1954. 


Scored Real Success 


The 10-member committee had 
five representatives from each labor 
federation. It named Arkansas 
AFL Pres. Odell Smith chairman, 
McKimmey, who is an internation- 
al representative of the Machinists, 
vice chairman, and Arkansas CIO 
Sec.-Treas. Charles M. Catton, sec- 
retary-treasurer. These three con- 
tinued in office throughout the com- 
Mmittee’s life. 

Neither state body financed the 
committee’s operations to any ex- 
tent. They didn’t have to. “We 
had excellent financial backing from 
the grass roots,” McKimmey re- 
calls. “Local unions pitched in 
and backed us with contributions.” 

The joint committee scored 
real success in its first objective. 

Several labor union members, as 

well as a larger number of can- 

didates friendly to labor, were 
elected delegates to the state 

Democratic convention. 

Next cooperative project was the 
seiting up of a system for educating 
union members on state legislative 
matters. The joint committee met 
every Monday during the legisla- 
tive session for a strategy huddle 
and assignments. <A daily legisla- 
tive bulletin was issued and sent to 
all local unions in the state, as well 
as any other interested. 

Arkansas Unity Committee Sec. 

- C. Demers recalled just how 
successful this bulletin proved to 
be in these words: “Some of the 
kgislators told us that they had to 


“a new respect for 


.| Unity. Committee confronted, both 


\iaeied coming out.” 

That is the background of labor 
cooperation in Arkansas up to the 
time of the national merger of the 
AFL and CIO in New York last 
December. At its first meeting 
following this action, the Arkansas 
committee recommended to the 
state AFL and CIO executive 
boards that they proceed at once 
to explore the possibility for unity 
at the state level. 

Hammered Out Principles 
The Joint Arkansas AFL-CIO 
Unity Committee was promptly 
appointed. At its first meeting on 
Feb. 4 and 5 it recommended unity 
and hammered out the basic prin- 
ciples of the merger, including the 
merger resolution and the new con- 
stitution. The drafts submitted to 
the merger convention for ratifica- 
tion differ only slightly from the 
original recommendation, minor 
changes having been recommended, 
and agreed to, by each executive 
board. 

“The success of the Unity 
Committee was all due, in my 
opinion, to the fact that we had 
worked so closely. together for 
two years and had gained a mu- 
tual respect,” McKimmey said. 
“At no time was the Unity Com- 
mittee bogged down. While we 
had long debate on several prob- 
lems, there never was any heated 


for our goal and kept our goal 
before us.” 


The major problems which the 


McKimmey and Demers agree, 
were questions of determining rep- 
resentation in the new merged body 
and also the numerical: composition 
of the executive board. This was 
complicated by the fact that in 
Arkansas the CIO had a 50-mem- 
ber executive board whereas the 
State Federation had a 10-member 
board. 

“These were not approached 
along organizational lines,” Demers 
said. “We dealt with each issue on 
its merits and solved them in this 
way.” 

Unity Is Paying Off 

Out of the cooperation on the 
state level a new spirit of coopera- 
tion between AFL and CIO mem- 
bers has also grown up in city and 
county organizations. A Pulaski 
County Joint Educational Commit- 
tee, which was set up shortly after 
the joint state body in 1954, has 
already merged info a new Pulaski 
County Committee on Political 
Education. 

In Little Rock, joint AFL and 
CIO cooperation also recently paid 
off when labor played a major part 
in the election of a Democratic 
mayor and two labor-backed coun- 
cilmen. 

It went further when the 
groups joined in securing finan- 
cial backing in a successful move 
to wrest the local transportation 
franchise from the hands of an 
anti-union employer and establish 
a new Citizens Coach Co. 

The president of the new merged 
federation, Odell Smith, sums up 
its accomplishments in this way: 

“The Unity Committee did an 
outstanding job of writing the re- 
solution and constitution for the 
new merged organization. We had 
nothing but harmony during all of 
its sessions. The members were 
only interested in trying to do 
something that would bring about 
harmony in the labor movement as 
a whole in the state. They had 
uppermost in mind doing some- 
thing to benefit the wage earners 


disagreement. We all had unity | 


(Continued from Page 1) 
Glenn’s counterpart in the state 
Cio. 

In addition, an executive 
board, comprised of 20 members, 
10 nominated by the AFL and 
10 by the CIO, was elected by 
acclamation. 


Ellison, recently elected presi- 
dent of the city council in Fort 
Smith, Ark., had declined the CIO 
nomination as vice president in 
order to devote full time to his 
city office. 

The merger convention heard 
addresses ‘by Pete McGavin, as- 
sistant to AFL-CIO Pres. George 
Meany, and John Livingston, AFL- 
CIO organizing director. McGavin, 
who presented the new state group 
with the first charter which the 
AFL-CIO has issued at the state 
level, brought the AFL-CIO presi- 
dent’s “heartiest congratulations” 
to Arkansas labor for being the 
first to unite on a statewide basis 
and “setting a path for other states 
to follow.” 


Blasts Monopoly Charges 

’ Answering charges that “labor 
monopoly” will result from the 
AFL-CIO merger, McGavin said 
that “those who cry monopoly are 
the same who have fought against 
everything labor has fought to 
achieve.” 

“We call on employers to meet 
with us and cooperate with us 
on common ground,” he said, 
“and to legislators we say do not 
fear us or do not oppose us. 
We are citizens and we have as 
much right to demand decent 
schools and better roads and 


people as anyone else. We pledge 
that we will use our economic 
and political power to gain things 
for the good of all.” 
Livingston told the group that, 
in voting to merge, Arkansas labor 
has taken on new responsibilities 
reaching into the fields of educa- 
tion, legislation, and political ac- 
tion as well as helping to organize 
the unorganized. 


he warned that employers will use 
every possible method to try to 
destroy and divide the new unity 
of labor and added: “They will use 
phoney issues to try to divide us 
such as pitting race against race if 
we permit them. I want to point 
out that many in the South who 
are leading the fight against inte- 
gration are the same people who 
promoted the right-to-work bills in 
18 states.” 


Pattern the Same 


Former Gov. Sidney S. Mc- 
Math’s address to the convention 
banquet also warned against let- 


stop going home weekends after it 


of Arkansas.” 


other things for the good of all | 


He was roundly applauded when 


FIRST OFFICERS of new Arkansas State Federated Labor Council, elected at Little Rock merger 


convention, are (left to right) Treas. Charles Catton, Executive Sec. Wayne E. Glenn, Pres. Odell 
Smith and Vice Pres. W. C. Demers. 


Arkansas Labor First In Nation ~ 
To Merge; Smith Elected President 


Horse” within the ranks of labor 
because of race. He pointed out 
that the oil lobby had backed the 
States Rights party against Ex-Pres. 
Truman and the Dixiecrats in the 
last election for selfish reasons. 

In 1952, McMath said, “they 
split the South and helped insure 
a Republican victory. They ob- 
tained the Tidelands oil reserves 
which belonged to all people. 
This year being a national elec- 
tion year, their pattern of opera- 
tion is the same. They are going 
to save the white man from the 
Negro—again. They are going 
to sow discord and strife. They 
hope to insure another victory 
for the old guard Republicans 
with whom they are idologically 
allied.” 


Charging that .the leaders of the 
White Citizens Councils were the 
leaders of the Dixiecrats in 1948 
and of the Eisenhower Democrats 
in 1952, McMath said that a drive 
is now under way to sign up union 
members in citizens councils as a 
means of destroying labor. 


Mayor Mann Proud 


“Before the union member 
knows what is happening to him, 
he is passing resolutions withdraw- 
ing from his internationals on the 
ground that they permit Negro 
membership, then he starts cir- 
culating petitions to organize an 
all-white union,” McMath con- 
tinued. “When this union member 
cools off, he finds that he has de- 
stroyed the union that has pro- 


and his family a decent standard 
of living.” 

Mayor Woodrow Wilson Mann 
of Little Rock, welcoming the dele- 
gates said of the merger that “we 
see in this a great movement to im- 
prove the lot of working men and 
women everywhere and we of Ar- 
kansas are proud to be No. 1 in 
that procession.” 

Gov. Faubus declared he was 
“proud to be the first governor in 
the nation to have the honor of 
addressing an AFL-CIO state merg- 
er convention.” He pointed out 
that the convention was bringing 
into being in Arkansas the largest 
group of people ever assembled in 
one state organization. 

“There is a great need for har- 
mony and understanding and co- 
operation today,” the governor 
said. “Now your power and 
your influence will be greater 
and I am sure that they will be 
used, as they have been in the 
past, for the good of the public 
and people of this state as a 
whole.” 


Despite a crowded speaker’s 
program, the merger convention 
jumped into consideration of a 
dozen policy resolutions dealing 
with legislative and other matters 
of state concern. 

By official count, there were 474 
delegates from 210 different local 
unions. The large number of out- 


of-state observers and official guests 
swelled the total convention audi- 
ence to more than 700—the largest 
assembly of labor ever held i in Ar- 


tected his rights and has given him 


ting employers establish a “Trojan 


kansas. ‘ 


|NO MOTHBALLS for the gavel used at the founding convention 


of the Arkansas State Federated Labor Council: Here Pres. Odell 
Smith (right) presents it to Pres. John Rollings of the Missouri 
Federation of Labor for use at that state’s merger convention, 
scheduled for April 10 in Kansas City. 
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Association for Industrial Mobilization — 


JAMES M. 
~ GENERAL COUNSEL 


AS A... manufacturer... retailer... lawyer... doctor’... farmer... or banker .. . are you prepared 
to meet the challenge presented by the unprecedented concentration of power, both political and eco- 


BREWBAKER 


IF YOU ARE... a manufacturer... @ retailer... a lawyer... a doctor 
44. @ farmer ...a banker... YOU NEED TO KNOW 


THE STATE OF THE UNIONS 


AND YOU SHOULD WANT OTHERS TO KNOW. 


HERE’S WHY: - 


THE MAJOR ISSUES AS THE UNION LEADERS view them today are legislative and political. Trade 
union publications devote twenty times as much space to legislative and Political objectives as is used 
to report on economic differences between unions and management. 


THE MAJOR ISSUES AS SEEN BY BUSINESS LEADERS are also legislative and political. No im- 
portant business spokesman has attacked the principle of collective bargaining for many years; but 
these men are outspoken in their criticism ot union political action, unions in business, union mo- 
noply and restraints of trade, union restrictions on job opportunities, etc. ... and they demand legis- 
lative correction. 


SO THE LEADERS OF UNIONS AND OF BUSINESS ate fighting today over issues which, for the 
most part, are outside the area of collective bargaining over wages, hours and working conditions. The 
basic struggle for a share of the profit dollar continues, but the battlefield is no longer the collective 
bargaining table, and the weapons are no longer the facts and. figures of economic data, but political 
action translated into legislative results. 


nomic, which the merged AFL-CIO represents? — 


x? 


TIONS. 


be for sma 


er amounts. Wher 


WHAT WAS NEEDED WAS A COUNTERPART TO THE WASHINGTON STAFF 
ACTIVITIES OF THE NATIONAL UNION POLITICAL ACTION ORGANIZA- 


Annual astomigtion charges ar 53,000) payable in advance or quarterly. Pre-paid purchase orders may 

Tie material is arranged by states, annual onthe will be furnished 
with the studies pertaining to the state in which they are located; any subscribers may have material 
On other states without additional cost. 


1010 VERMONT AVE... M. W. 
WASHINGTON &. O. C. 
Executive 93-3219 


<a od 


THIS IS A PHOTOSTAT of material mailed from the law office 
of James M. Brewbaker, who at the time called himself “general 
counsel” for a “small group” of clients with the resounding title, 
Association for Industrial Mobilization. Now counsel of the House 
Labor Committee, Brewbaker just a few months ago was sending 
out these frightwig mail solicitations for “subscriptions” to what he 
termed his “research reports” dealing with union activities. His only 


completed “research report” purported to be a survey of “union 
political spending” in the 1954 congressional campaign. Actually it 
was a report of spending by union political committees, on file as 
required by law with the House of Representatives. For this and 
such other projected “research reports,” Brewbaker wanted cor- 
porations and others to pony up $1,000 a year in “subscriptions.” 
For 11 years previously Brewbaker was a lobbyist for the National 


Association of Manufacturers. 


Reuther Attacks Benson’s Farm Policies 


Denver—Workers and business- 
men will be “living on shaky stilts” 
so long as farm income continues 
' to decline, Walter P. Reuther, AFL- 
CIO vice president and president 
of the Auto Workers, told the bien- 
nial convention of the National 
Farmers Union. 

He illustrated his point by citing 
statistics showing the effect of low- 
er farm income on his own indus- 


try. 

“In five states where more than 
20 percent of the cars are farm- 
owned,” he said, “new car registra- 
tions in 1955 were 7.4 percent low- 
er than in 1950. Total registration 
of new cars in the country in 1955 
was 14.2 percent higher than in 
1950.” 

In 1952-5, he continued, farm 
income declined 14 percent. But 
farm machinery production fell 17 
percent, tractor shipments 33 per- 


cent and employment 19 percent. 

“These figures show clearly that 
what declining farm income means 
to the industrial worker,” he said, 
“is less industrial production and 
the constant threat or reality of un- 
employment.” 

The stability of the country and 
its continued progress have been 


U. S. Employes Council 
To Seek Wage Hike 


The AFL-CIO Government Em- 
ployes’ Council has voted unani- 
mously to ask Congress for a 
“standard of living” wage hike for 
federal workers. 

The proposal, voted by repre- 
sentatives of the 22 federal em- 
ploye groups affiliated with the 
council, would seek to place gov- 
ernment wages on a level com- 
parable with salaries of industrial 
wage earners. 


endangered by the decline, Reuther 
asserted, and the Republican Ad- 
ministration’s “ineffectual ap- 
proach” to the problem has alarmed 
organized labor. 

He charged Sec. of Agriculture 
Ezra Taft Benson with hunting 
scapegoats and trying to turn vari- 
ous groups against each other in- 
stead of attacking the heart of the 


problem. 


He renewed his challenge that 
Benson join him in seeking a con- 
gressional probe of the Secretary’s 
charge that wage costs have been 
larger than increases in productivity 
in farm equipment plants in recent 
years. 

“But he has not seen fit to press 
for such an investigation,” Reuther 
continued, “because it would ex- 
pose to the public the profiteering 
engaged in by some of the largest 
contributors to Republican cam- 
paign funds.” 


Bureau of Labor Statistics figures 
show, he explained, that from 1953 
to 1955, output per manhour in all 
manufacturing increased 10 per- 
cent, while the average hourly wage 
increased only 6 percent. 

The Farmers Union has a mem- 
bership of more than 307,000 farm 
families in 30 states, 


Salerno, Stefani Win 
Civil Rights Award 

Boston, Mass.—Two prominent 
union officials have been presented 
with the Jewish Labor Committee’s 
annual Civil Rights Award in rec- 
ognition of their efforts to wipe out 
prejudice and discrimination. 

The awards were to Joseph 
Salerno, New England director for 
the Clothing Workers, and Joseph 
Stefani, business representative and 
secretary-treasurer of the Cooks & 
Pastry Cooks. 


Meany Scores 
Folsom Switch 
On Disability ~ 


AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
has criticized Welfare Sec. Marion 
D. Folsom for reversing his owg 
previous principles and lining up 
with opponents of an improved so 
cial security system. 

Folsom, speaking for the Admin. 
istration, told the Senate Finance 
Committee that he opposed the 
Democratic-sponsored, House. 
passed bill to lower the retirement 
age for women workers and to pay 
weekly benefits to workers totally 
and permanently disabled at age 50, 

Folsom argued that benefits to 
disabled workers and to womej 
workers and widows would cost too 
much. It would-require a boost in 
present social security taxes, 4 
House committee reported, from 2 
percent to 2.5 percent on employer 
and employes. 

Meany pointed out that as a 
member of a government-named s0- 
cial security advisory committee in 
1949, Folsom had joined in a rec 
ommendation that the pension. 
eligibility age for women workers 
be placed at 60 years. The pending 
bill would reduce it from the preg 
ent 65 years to 62 years of age. 

Meany added in his statement 
that 12 years ago Folsom, as chair. 
man of a social insurance unit of 
the U. S. Chamber of Commerce, 
had “endorsed cash benefits for the 
disabled.” 

“It is more than a little startling,” 
the AFL-CIO president said, “that 
he (Folsom) took a more progres 
sive attitude while representing the 
U. S. Chamber of Commerce thag 
he now does as a spokesman for the 
U. S. government.” 

Folsom, speaking for the Admin 
istration, was the final witness 
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scheduled on the social security 
bill. Senate Democrats expressed 
confidence that, despite the Eisen 
hower Administration’s belated det 
laration of hostility, they will pass 
the House-approved bill this session 


Megel Blasts 
‘Gimmicks’ i 


School Plans 


Peoria, Ill.—“Good horse sens? 


rather than gimmicks” must be § 


used to cure the country’s publi¢ 
school ills, Pres. Carl J. Megel of 
the Federation of Teachers told 4 
meeting of Peoria Local 780. 
“Gimmicks will not cure educa 
tional ills,” he declared. “Coming 
to grips with our problems in & 
straightforward and honest fashion 
is essential and necessary. Recent 


os ae 


polls have indicated that more than § 
70 percent of adults recognize the @ 


need, and are willing to spend the 
required tax money.” 

Among the “gimmicks” he said 
are being advanced almost natiom 


ally “by irresponsible school ad 


ministrators” are the use of teachef @ 
aides, revival of the “misnamed 
merit rating system” for paying 
teachers, the use of unquali 


teachers, and the six-hour Lem 


day. 
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